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Well the wedding of the year is over 
and I wish our newly married 
Royal couple well for the future. 

I do have a slight connection with this 
event regarding printing as I was, for two 
years, Managing Director of a printers and 
bookbinders called Barnard & Westwood 
who were situated in Kings Cross, London. 
They have since moved to Pakenham 
Street. It was a fascinating and won-
derful experience.

Barnard & Westwood hold a Royal War-
rant for Her Majesty The Queen and more 
recently for The Prince of Wales. Bucking-
ham Palace was one of our best customers 
although the biggest was Westminster 
Abbey. We produced many invitations and 
other various printed pieces for The Royal 
Household, with a majority printed let-
terpress on to 1000 micron smooth Ivory 
board which is too thick to feed through 
a modern litho press. They are also die 
stamped in gold with the Royal crest. Die 
stamping really is a rarity these days but is 
a wonderful process that produces a very 
high quality finish. We had a full time com-
positor and a good sized composing room 
which I was intrigued by, of course. There 
was also four hand bookbinders employed, 
providing very short run case binding 
and restoration.

When I first entered the building, it was 
like stepping back in time and I fell in love 
with the place immediately. It has changed 
a little since my time I believe and new 
blood has been introduced to take over 
from the ageing workforce that were em-
ployed when I was there. The invitations 
for Prince Harry and Meghan Markle were 
printed by a woman who had only recently 
completed her apprenticeship, what a 
great achievement. I downloaded the Order 
of Service and as I suspected, this too was 
printed by Barnard & Westwood. I have 

a few copies of similar items from West-
minster Abbey printed for various Royal 
occasions and one day might let you know 
what the typo is in the Order of Service for 
Princess Diana’s funeral. Every printer has 
done it at some time! The A4 services were 
printed litho on paper ordered specially 
for the palace and were typeset in house 
when I was there.

I was fortunate enough to go to one of 
the garden parties at Buckingham Palace 
as we were given two pairs of tickets each 
year. It was a little embarrassing though 
as I was chatting to various people who 
had done something that warranted their 
invite. When they asked me why I was 
there, I replied “We print the tickets!” It 
was a great privilege though and an experi-
ence to treasure.

As you can imagine, I have many stories 
to tell from my time at Barnard & West-
wood, which I never tire of recounting! 
Printing has given me many special memo-
ries but my two years working at Barnard 
& Westwood in London was a time I will 
remember fondly. Keep printing!

Cover Image: Bookmarks printed by 
members of the Essex Branch at the 
Langford Museum of Power

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)



ORIGAMI TITFERS BOB RICHARDSON (9718)

The printer’s paper hat is back in 
fashion. For the past four years they 
have been produced in increasing 

quantities for visitors to the annual St 
Bride Wayzgoose, in exchange for a small 
donation. Volunteers in the printing work-
shop turn them out by the dozen, but the 
decreasing size of our national newspapers 
has created a few problems, as tabloids—
or “compact” format papers as they are 
now euphemistically known—aren’t large 
enough for the average printer’s head. Only 
the Daily Telegraph provides an adequate-
ly-sized sheet.The printer’s paper hat has 
been around for at least two hundred 
years, but masters of the black art cannot 
lay claim to its invention. The box-shaped 
headgear is not exclusively the domain of 
the printer. A search through the archives 
at St Bride Library has provided several 
other interesting examples of the very 
same hat in use—and often with not a drop 
of printing ink in sight.

There are examples in the archives 
of James Catnach, a publisher of broad-
sides—scurrilous single-sheet tabloid 
newspapers, each featuring just one story, 
usually concerning murder, rape, strangu-
lation, hanged criminals, drowned sailors 
or burning orphanages. They sold in enor-
mous quantities (10,000+ for the most 
popular titles) and, unlike newspapers, a 
memorable story would often be resurrect-
ed and reprinted months or years later for 
the benefit of a new readership. When Cat-
nach retired his business eventually found 
its way into the hands of William Fortey, 
whose fortunes declined as the taxes upon 
newspapers were lifted in the mid-19th 
century and his penny broadsides were 
unable to compete for readers on price. 
Given the choice between a single-story 
broadside or an eight-page penny newspa-
per, readers voted with their feet.

William Fortey was a jobbing commer-
cial printer, working in the Seven Dials 
area of Covent Garden, and as broadside 
sales declined he diversified into other 
money-making areas of print. One of these 
was the ‘vinegar’ Valentine card, examples 
of which have appeared in Small Printer 
back-issues. These greetings cards were 
designed to insult and offend the receiver. 
They were often sent by young ladies who 
had received a Valentine card from an un-
desirable suitor and wished to reject their 
advances as forcefully as possible without 
actually striking a physical blow. Many 
cards featured caricatures of particular 
trades (vinegar Valentines were specifi-
cally designed for bricklayers, plumbers, 
bakers, coachmen and all manner of every-
day jobs), usually with an insulting verse. A 
bundle of William Fortey’s proofs, showing 
some of his card designs, is held at St Bride 
Library and the so-called “printer’s hat” is 
in evidence in lots of these. Many date from 
the third decade of the 19th century.

Vinegar Valentine sketches often show 
men engaged in menial work, and fre-
quently wearing the paper hat we have 
come to regard as ‘ours’ in the printing 
trade. This protective headgear was easily 
made and the pattern does not vary from 
trade to trade. The Fortey examples shown 
on this page are worn by a bricklayer and 
a joiner, and another, rather more famous 
Carpenter (friend of the Walrus) was 
shown in illustrations by Sir John Tenniel 
for Lewis Caroll’s Alice Through the Looking 
Glass, wearing the very same paper hat.

It seems that the ‘printer’s’ hat was an 
all-round solution to dirt, plaster and saw-
dust in the hair, adopted by trades where 
various pollutants were likely to mess up 
the ‘barnet’ at a time when fresh water for 
bathing after work wasn’t always easily 
available on tap.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES MIKE EDWARDS (10374)
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A Finger Grip
In the past, surrounded by complicated 
equipment, I tended to use complicated 
ideas to solve simple problems. The 
trouble was that the solution was not 
so simple at the time. Thus I made 
strips of brass with holes and adjusting 
screws so that tiny pieces of work 
could be gripped at right angles to the 
gripper arm.

Nowadays I try to reduce problems 
to their basic elements and apply basic 
principles to meet them. Thus the grip-
per finger of today (in my seven foot 
square print room) consists of a piece of 
stiff card about 4½" x 1" with two cuts 
lengthwise. Slip this over the gripper 
arm. It can be slid to left or right, up or 

down. If necessary it can be more firmly 
secured with a piece of sellotape.

On an Adana hand platen, 8-5 or 5-3, 
this type of adjustable finger gripper is 
quite efficient for holding work by its 
very edge or by one corner where the 
long gripper arm would foul the type.
Alfred Lubran

A letter from Alfred Lubran 
Small Printer: February, 1983



Katherine Anteney set the ball rolling. It 
was printed in three colours, very nicely 
designed with a clever use of white space 
and shaded type.

This was followed by another imagina-
tive page printed by Win Armand Smith on 
an Adana 8-5 and a TP48, using acrylic type 
set in plaster of Paris.

The Hedgehog Press produced an inter-
esting, workmanlike page about the loss of 
time caused by having to alter punctuation. 
This was accompanied by a bold and pleas-
ing vignette of a compositor at work.

One’s first impression of the Publish-
ing Group’s Annual is of amazing 
variety, artistry and remarkable skill.

The cover is a clever combination of 
words and punctuation marks, skilfully 
printed in three colours by George Webb. 
The attractive title pages, printed by Alan 
Brignull, included some very well-inked 
wood letter, and the list of contributors, by 
Ron Rookes, had just the right combination 
of clarity and informality with a tasteful 
use of ornaments.

A delightfully humorous page by 

FEATURE RODERIC FINDLAY (10458)
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PG ANNUAL REVIEW
A CRITIQUE OF THE PUBLISHING GROUP’S WORK
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Paul Hatcher printed a page in two col-
umns set in beautiful Verona, showing how 
lack of punctuation and proper word divi-
sion can make nonsense of an otherwise 
masterly piece of type-setting.

When is punctuation nearly always out 
of place? In display work. John Holmes 
demonstrated this with a tasteful display of 
horizontal and vertical type, using Impact 
and Impact Open. He also printed a force-
ful example of when to use a semi-colon, 
set in beautiful 12 and 22 point Caslon with 

An attractive set of patterns, using dif-
ferent exclamation marks, with some very 
crisp printing came from the Ericius Press.

John Easson printed an interesting piece 
on the extreme ease with which points 
can end up in the wrong case and the ex-
asperation of failing to notice this until 
you see the result in print. This was fol-
lowed by a long and very useful treatise on 
punctuation by Mike Elliston, which also 
demonstrated the remarkable legibility of 
Times New Roman in a small point size.

A very nice arrangement of parentheses, 
brackets, and ornaments came next, sym-
bolising the regrettable treatment of some 
women. This was originally printed in aid 
of the Orchid Project.

Dulcie Fulton created a refreshing page 
of assorted wiggles with a bewildered 
fish exclaiming.

WANT TO SEE MORE?
Ron Rookes has created an e-book of the PG 

Annual on the  BPS website. It can be found at:
https://www.bpsnet.org.uk/members/

pgannual/pga2017/mobile/index.html
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PG REVIEW RODERIC FINDLAY (10458)

the typesetting and printing is immaculate.
Bob Richardson produced an attractive 

and very interesting analysis of the 
composition of type metal from different 
foundries. This was competently set in two 
colours with an effective layout.

Margaret Rookes printed a superb 
page in two colours on cream paper. The 
layout and typesetting were immaculate, 
and there was a charming vignette of a 
lady in the corner.

Ron Rookes likewise printed a faultless 
and eye-catching page in two colours 
saying, “I like cooking my family and my 
pets. Use commas, do not be a psycho”.

Another succinct demonstration came 
from Terry Shapland. “Let’s eat Ron!” “Let’s 
eat, Ron.” It was also an object lesson in the 
use of different typefaces, colour and an 
effective layout.

a large, red, decorative semi-colon in the 
middle of the page.

From the Hare in the Orchard Press 
came the unpunctuated sentence, “Woman 
without her man is nothing”. This could 
lead to trouble in certain quarters, but it is 
nicely printed with punctuation and orna-
ments used in display.

Owen Legg’s page was a splendidly 
humorous piece by Catherine about what 
the punctuation marks themselves think of 
their use and abuse, handsomely printed, 
with two large exclamation marks in red 
on either side.

A photograph of two punks by John 
Miller preceded a disc on which there 
was a display of the problems that 
punctuation can cause.

Mike Perry printed a charming poem 
on punctuation written in 1925. The 
combination of well-set black type 
and a red title on rich cream paper is 
extremely attractive.

Printed on cream paper in three colours 
with discrete use of ornaments is a very 
useful piece by Ron Prosser on the correct 
use of the name, full point, and the placing 
of quotation marks. As one would expect, 
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Jean Watson printed an entertaining 
page using two colours and some 
attractive wood type. She managed to 
make some convincing human faces out of 
punctuation marks.

George Webb’s printing is perfect, and 
his layout is most imaginative. This time 
it is about whether or not to eat Grandpa, 
and a reminder that correct punctuation 
can save a person’s life. 

In George’s second piece of printing: 
The teacher wrote on the blackboard, “A 
woman without her man is nothing”. The 
boys wrote, “A woman, without her man, 
is nothing”. The girls wrote, “A woman: 
without her, man is nothing”. This was an-
other immaculate piece of printing in two 
colours with an arresting layout and intel-
ligent use of typefaces.

A nice change was Peter White’s page, 

consisting entirely of dots and dashes ar-
ranged in different ways. There is message 
here for those who can read Morse code.

Another page from George Webb used 
open type in a clear layout in two colours.

Finally the roll of honour was printed by 
John Holmes in two colours with a tasteful 
use of ornaments, giving a certain amount 
of dignity to the page.

The Publishing Group’s Annual for 2017 
was a fine collection of interesting, original 
and extremely competent printing.

THINKING OF JOINING UP?
If you’re interested in joining and would like 

find out more about the Publishing Group 
email the PG Chairman, Rachel Marsh at

pgchair@bpsnet.org.uk



HISTORY BOB RICHARDSON (9718)

Resalite was a synthetic spacing 
material produced for Stephenson 
Blake by ICI. It replaced conventional 

furniture with a durable mixture of 
laminated paper and phenolic resins, 
moulded and cut accurately into precise 
printing measures. It was supplied in 
multiple thicknesses and em lengths, and 
could be purchased in comprehensive 
‘labour-saving’ pre-cut sets. Resalite was 
toffee-brown in colour and usually had the 
name Resolite/Resalite stamped in gold foil, 
together with the measurements of the 
individual piece.  Impervious to virtually all 
printing solvents, it was extremely popular 
and although slightly heavier than wood 
furniture it was considerably lighter than 
many of the metal alternatives. There is 
an interesting tale behind the alternative 
spellings found on surviving examples of 
the product today.

Resalite started life as Resolite (note the 
original spelling) but Stephenson Blake’s 
lawyers had failed to carry out the neces-
sary negative checks before registering 
the trade mark and very soon after its 
launch in the 1950s the product faced a 
legal challenge from chemical company 
CIBA, manufacturers of adhesives and 
synthetic resins. The Resolite name and 
trade marks were already in use for chemi-
cal resin-based products manufactured 
by CIBA, and Stephenson Blake found 
themselves in breach of an existing  regis-
tered trade mark. 

In late 1959 CIBA’s lawyers sent a cease 
and desist instruction to Stephenson Blake. 
The type founders argued that they had 
large stocks of Resolite, carrying the name 
in an indelible form and a considerable 
quantity of printed promotional material. 

In their opinion, it was too late to consider a 
change of name at this advanced stage. SB’s 
shaky legal position was clear but despite 
their protests CIBA persevered with their 
claim.  After some gentle arm-twisting from 
the trade-mark owner’s lawyers, a gentle-
men’s agreement was eventually reached. 

All newly-made Stephenson Blake Reso-
lite would be re-branded Resalite, and all 
future printed sales material would carry 
the new Resalite spelling. CIBA acceded to 
Stephenson Blake’s request that they be al-
lowed to continue sending out promotional 
material using the old trade mark until 
such a time as the company’s stock was 
exhausted. It was a sensible arrangement. 
In today’s commercial climate, such an 
agreement would probably not have been 
reached without significant amounts of 
money changing hands.

And so Resolite became Resalite, be-
loved of printers and produced by the ton. 
Recently discovered archive paperwork 
reveals that at the height of the legal tussle 
SB&Co also considered the alternatives 
Resulite and Resolight, but the now fa-
miliar Resalite won out in the end. Much 
of it survives and this precision product 
continues to give sterling service to 21st 
century printers, whatever version of the 
name it may carry.
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WHAT EXACTLY WAS RESALITE?
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SOCIETY AWARDS 
Printer of the Year
Alan Brignull 
President’s Award
Bob Richardson 
Beatrice Ward Trophy
Win Armand Smith
Article on Paul Peter Piech, April SP
Brace Award
Not Awarded 
Rosen Award
Lincolnshire & District 
and Shropshire Branches
Sussex Cup 2018
Frank Hemmings
Miehle Vertical Booklet
Publishing Group Cup
Ron Prosser 
Publishing Group Award
Andrew Dolinski 

Prize Printers
Magnificent members receive their awards for printing prowess & society service

Frank Hemmings receives his award from guest speaker Martyn Ould, proprietor of The Old School Press, 
while Bob Richardson and Win Armand Smith receive theirs from Society President, Jean Watson.
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ST BRIDE WAYZGOOSE

132

The annual St Bride Wayzgoose is rapidly becoming one of the highlights of 
the letterpress calendar, and it is no surprise that the Society and its members 
were out in force for this year’s event.  As well as the Society stand, manned by 
Paul Hatcher and Adrian Towler; Bob Richardson and Len Friend  were giving 
demonstrations, while Roy Caslon, Ed Denovan and Andrew Dolinski (together 
with wife, Jean) were to be seen manning trade stands.
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PICTURES: MIKE EDWARDS (10374) .
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BRANCH REPORT 

Essex Branch

On 14th April the Essex branch met at 
the Blackwater Press in Maldon. For 
fourteen amateur Adana-fanciers it was 
an opportunity to see what real printing 
is all about these days. Ian the proprietor 
was there and Paul the technical man 
from Xerox to demonstrate the modern 
technology and answer all our questions. 
The press has been going for thirty years 
and for most of that time relied on one 
and two-colour litho presses, but for 
the past three years it has been entirely 
digital. Ian says this was forced on him 
when he went on holiday and Len sold 
the press while he was away.

To start with Ian ran a demonstration 
on adhesive vinyl using the large-format 
printer, an inkjet machine by Mutoh 
which will print in four colours on a 
variety of substrates — paper, fabric, 
plastic, cloth , even magnetic sheet — 
up to a width of 1624mm and as long 
as you want. We were interested to 
see it was fitted with a third party ink 
system which fed the machine from 
external tanks. £80 for a litre of ink 
sounded expensive until we calculated 
how much we were paying for 5ml car-
tridges at home.

The print was then fed into the next 
machine, a Summa plotter-cutter. Being 
connected to the same central Raster 
Image Processor which runs the whole 
workshop, it had only to read the bar-
code and alignment marks to be able 
to start cutting out all the individual 
elements of the job at a speed which 
amazed those of us who could imagine 
doing the same sort of thing with a scal-
pel. All the same, when handling large 

prints on a roll like this, processing time 
is a significant factor. However lightning 
fast your computers are, printing several 
square metres of substrate and subse-
quent finishing processes like cutting 
and lamination will take time, and still 
require personnel to manage it all.

Their main machine for smaller 
format and larger volume jobs is a Xerox 
Versant 80. I was interested to see that 
it is marketed as a ‘press’ though in es-
sence it is a photocopier. But what a 
photocopier! Fed with data from the 
same RIP, it will print in four colours 
with a resolution of 2400x2400 dpi 
at up to 80 pages per minute on stock 
larger than A3 up to 350gsm, then fold 
and staple to make booklets. Being con-
structed on a modular principle, all sorts 
of different feeding and finishing units 
are available to add on. With a PDF file 
which had been produced earlier, we 
used this machine to produce the 4pp 
folder which should appear in this issue 
of Small Printer.

Bewildered at last by technology we 
were shown down a few steps to the 
back room of the workshop where the 
food was, provided by Sandra (thanks!). 
There were also a few more familiar 
machines down there — a guillotine, 
Len’s old GrafoPress doing cutting and 
creasing, even a Pearl treadle platen 
looking rather out of place among all the 
digital plastic. I was amused to be told 
that they still number some tickets by 
letterpress because the deep indenta-
tion is an added security feature. No 
doubt someone at Xerox is working 
on a way to imitate that by computer. 
Alan Brignull 4800
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SOCIETY NEWS  

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
As most of you will be aware from the 
media, the rules covering the processing of 
personal data changed on the 25th May.

When you joined the Society, you submit-
ted information to allow us to keep in touch 
with you which we still hold and use for that 
purpose as you are still a member.  

In future, we will be giving the following 
information to all new members about how 
we use the information and their rights, 
and so we are sending this to all existing 
members too.

The information you supply will be held 
securely by the British Printing Society so 
that it can keep in touch with you about its 
activities and administer your membership.

Your information will be kept until such 
time as your membership is ended.

We do not pass your details to any third 
parties unless we are legally obliged to do so.

You have the right to ask to see the 
information we hold about you and to ask 
for it to be amended, corrected or deleted at 
any time.

Until such time that the Executive 
Council can clarify the requirements of 
the GDPR we shall not issue a membership 
list. Therefore any membership enquiries 
should be sent to the Membership Secretary 
whose details are shown on the inside front 
cover of Small Printer.
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PRINT INSPIRATION  

This beautiful type 
picture, sent in by 
Alan Brignull, is the 
work of distinguished 
former society 
member, Joe Shearn.  
Older members 
will remember 
Joe well, but for 
younger members 
we will be printing 
a short biography in 
next month’s issue.

FLASHBACK BOB RICHARDSON (9718)

France: Illegal Use Of White Paper
The Stationery Trades Journal reported on 
some of the many legal absurdities faced 
by French printers. Perhaps the most 
bizarre was a law forbidding any private 
person using white paper “for any bill 
posted on any wall or hoarding”. Many an 
unfortunate printer had to pay heavy fines 
for failing, through ignorance, to comply 
with this regulation.  In one case a printer, 
facing such a fine, took his case to the 
Court of Appeal. His company had printed 
an order of handbills for a customer and 
“some common informer” found nine 
copies of the handbill had been posted on 
walls and hoardings. 

The fine was five francs for each copy - a 
total of 45 francs. The printer insisted that 

the case be heard in a higher court, where 
the fine was reduced to five francs in total. 
Still unwilling to pay, he was referred 
to the Court of Appeal, which sent the 
case back to the original judge for retrial. 
(Jarndyce v Jarndyce springs to mind). The 
judge, at the second hearing, dismissed the 
case on the grounds that it is no part of a 
printer’s business to know what is going to 
be done with any bill he prints. 

The law was not substantially changed 
- white paper remained illegal - but 
in subsequent cases the charges were 
brought against the bill-sticker, rather 
than the printer. August 1899
One of a series of European news items 
from 1890s, as reported in printing trade 
journals held at St Bride Library

A look through some printing trade news stories of 120 years ago



CONVENTION

Convention over, where does the time go?
Every Convention is different and special 
in its own way and Dorset Branch made 
sure their 2018 event definitely had what 
must have been a first for any BPS conven-
tion by having a beach hut available for 
members to go and relax in, or use to take 
a dip in the sea ... Oh yes, and they ordered 
wonderful weather to go with it.

Everyone I spoke to said they had en-
joyed the Convention. There was a good 

number of tables which did brisk trade and 
several popular competitions, and just the 
right number of talks. The speaker at the 
Dinner was excellent, as was the meal.

Conventions take a great deal of organ-
isation, but I think all the members of 
Dorset Branch can feel pleased with the 
result of their hard work, sit back and look 
forward to next year’s Convention at Lin-
coln.  Pat Swadling 10453
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CONVENTIONAL QUIPS GEORGE WEBB & SUZANNE PARSONS

Heard  ‘Are you going to put those into 
founts?’ Asked to Roger Beevers 
(Urban Fox) when he appeared 
with a big box of wood type. 

Reply ‘Not likely!’
Heard   ‘How many conventions have you 

attended?
Reply ‘Eight.’
Heard ‘How old are you?’
Reply ‘Twelve’.
Heard   Most often heard request during 

the weekend ‘Where’s Ron?’
Seen   The scramble to sort through a 

box of pied wood letter by eager 
delegates.

Heard  After a brave swimmer emerged 
from the water, ‘That was cold.’

Seen  Nothing appearing on the 
projection screen at the start of a 
presentation.

Heard  ‘It was working perfectly well 
when we tried it earlier’! 

Seen & heard at the convention 
Heard  ‘How did you manage to print the 

Society’s logo so clearly on the 
serviettes?

Reply  ‘Oh, it’s easy, sheer skill.’
Seen   At the speed printing 

competition: the look of disbelief 
on the face of one delegate when 
her husband beat her by one... 
he’s a bookbinder!

Heard  ‘I will accept any offer for the 
thermography machine, I am not 
taking it home’ 

Result It went home!
Seen  Enthusiastic wood type collector 

arranging the letters on the floor.
Heard  The photographer: ‘Are you 

arranging those for anything top 
secret, as I was about to take your 
photograph’.

Heard  ‘This is the best convention  
I have ever been to’ 
(Do they say that every year?)



Saturday 2nd June
Essex Branch
Sea Holly Press, Clacton-on-Sea

Saturday 9th June
Shipley Wayzgoose
The Kirkgate Centre, Shipley BD18 3EL 
www.facebook.com/theprintproject

Sunday 10th June
Maidenhead Branch
Meeting at Paul Hatcher’s, Reading

Tuesday 12th June
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Adrian Towler’s, Shoreham

Wednesday 20 June at 2.30
Dorset Branch
Whitcombe Monymusk Stables DT2 8NY

July
Maidenhead Branch BBQ
Towersley

Wednesday 18 July at 2.30
Dorset Branch
Whitcombe Monymusk Stables DT2 8NY

Saturday 21st July
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Branch Practical Day, Merstham

Saturday 4th August
Essex Branch
Visit to Hedgehog Press, Adanaland

Wednesday 22 August at 2.30
Dorset Branch
Whitcombe Monymusk Stables DT2 8NY

September
Maidenhead Branch
Branch meeting, Anke Ueberberg, Reading

Saturday 1st September
Prestival
The Whittington Press, nr Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GH54 4HF

11 September
Surrey & Sussex 
Branch meeting, Mark Mitchell, Westcot

Saturday 15th September
Essex Branch
Visit to Gwen Harper’s, Rayleigh

Wednesday 26 September at 2.30
Dorset Branch
Whitcombe Monymusk Stables DT2 8NY

9th October
Surrey & Sussex 
Branch meeting, Merstham

Wednesday 17 October at 2.30
Dorset Branch
Whitcombe Monymusk Stables DT2 8NY

Saturday 20th October
Essex Branch Roadshow
Thaxted Parish Church Craft Fair

October
Maidenhead Branch
AGM, TBA

13 November
Surrey & Sussex Branch 
AGM, Libby & Chris Green, Merstham

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. Anyone who plans to attend a meeting who is not a 
member of the Branch concerned should check with the Branch Secretary in case details have changed.

DIARY OF EVENTS
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Essex Branch

The Essex Roadshow customarily begins 
its annual programme with a day of 
outdoor printing at Langford Museum of 
Power. This is usually at the Easter Steam 
Rally but this year we delayed till the May 
Bank Holiday weekend and a day called 
‘Free 4 Kidz’ (clearly not an event designed 
to teach spelling). 

Being a few weeks later made all the dif-
ference and the day was bright, warm and 
dry, our best weather at Langford for years. 
This was just as well as we had fourteen 
people and seven presses which barely 
fitted under our two gazebos and some-
times left little room for the public. As well 
as ten members we had four guests, mates 
of Len Friend’s from St Bride and the Type 
Archive. It was notable that, in their expert 
hands, the notorious Ajax Major behaved 
much better than previously — or maybe 
Len really had spot-welded all the adjust-
ing screws as he claimed. All the same, we’d 
been going for about three hours before 
someone was heard to cry “I knew we’d do 
a good one in the end!”

Elsewhere on the site a huge variety of 

BRANCH REPORT

140

events was on offer, including kickbox-
ing, pony rides, cheerleading, dog agility, 
creepy crawlies, pie throwing (?) and 
candle rolling as well as the usual museum 
attractions. The event was free for under-
15s so our visitors were somewhat younger 
than usual, and arrived in half-hourly 
surges as other events finished. Many of 
the ‘kidz’ were so young that the lesson 
on typesetting often had to include an 
initial catch-up session on reading, how-
ever it was us learning to spell using new 
letter names (apparently the alphabet has 
changed since I was at school). Alas, we 
no longer have Chris Brinson and his bun-
nycopters, but Ron Rookes took over as 
supplier of bookmarks which, despite all 
you hear about the decline of reading, seem 
to be popular still. To appeal to the young-
sters, the demonstration of block printing 
and bronzing was rebranded as ‘butterflies 
and fairy dust’. 

It was a tiring day, ending as usual with 
the puzzle of trying to fit the gazebos back 
into their carrying bags, but one of our 
more successful and enjoyable outings.
Alan Brignull 4800
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3D PRINT CUSTOM LETTERPRESS 
PRINTING BLOCKS

‘Using new technology to support traditional printing methods’

Using 3D printing techniques, Print My Part can recreate your aged and damaged 
letterpress printing blocks, whilst maintaining the design quirks that make your blocks 

so unique. We can also print new designs in any size up to 200mm x 200mm.

Contact
www.printmypart.co.uk
info@printmypart.co.uk

Print My Part
Unit 19b, Espace North
181 Wisbech Road, Ely
Cambridgeshire CB6 1RA

Visits by appointment only

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT FOR MEMBERS 
OF THE BRITISH PRINTING SOCIETY

25 %  O F F  A L L  O R D E R S

SIMPLY QUOTE ‘3DBPS18’ UPON ENQUIRY
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Bristol
Ian Knight
t 01179 854944 e bristol@bpsnet.org.uk 
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628 e dorset@bpsnet.org.uk
Essex
Margaret Rookes
t 01245 611484 e essex@bpsnet.org.uk
Lincolnshire & District
Mike Edwards
t 01733 562867 e lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk
London
Matt McKenzie
t 07836 785505 e london@bpsnet.org.uk
Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
t 01189 666124 e maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk
Overseas
Kevin Thorp
t 00 353 1 8438346 e overseas@bpsnet.org.uk
Scotland
John Easson
t 01828 628001 e scotland@bpsnet.org.uk
Shropshire
Peter Criddle
t 01743 350208 e shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk
South Wales
Dominic Hartley
t 07970 722029 e swales@bpsnet.org.uk
Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
t 01737 644145 e surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

BRANCH 
SECRETARIES

10899  Mrs Katharine Duncan 
Hampshire

10900  Mrs Hannah Fitzpatrick 
Hampshire 

Donations
6838 Dorothy Sydenham
9458 Geordie Hayward
10149 Michael Heath
Any member who requires contact details of 
any other member should initially contact the 
Membership Secretary.

WELCOMING NEW 
SOCIETY MEMBERS

Membership renewals
Currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, or £27 
Overseas Online only, and notifications of change of 
any personal or contact details should be sent to the 
Membership Secretary: Chris Green, Noddyshall, 
Rockshaw Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB
Please make any cheques payable to the ‘British 
Printing Society’.

Internet News
Members may view and download further interesting content on our 
website by registering at www.bpsnet.org.uk Registration provides access 
to the ‘Members Only Area’ which is available to all current members.

At the Society AGM last month the EC 
announced that with effect from 1 July 2018 
the annual membership subscription would 
rise from £27 to £30 (or, for overseas members 
receiving a printed copy of Small Printer, 
from £42 to £45). Any member renewing a 
membership after that date should bear this 
increase in mind. Any member renewing before 
this date (even if the renewal isn’t due for some 
months) should pay the current rate.

MEMBERSHIP 
SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every 
effort will be made to publish an advertisement in a specified issue if requested, this cannot be 
guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact the 
Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.
Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

Supplier of secondhand type and letterpress miscellany.

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

After many years trading on eBay, a new website will be launching February at
www.urbanfoxletterpress.co.uk

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search urbanfox.letterpress and
see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection. I've worked with many
BPS members in the past and always ensure
everything goes on to be used again as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎

☞

☞

☞

☞

Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome



Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


