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| From The Editor | | Chris Green (7614) |

Like many couples whose children 
have long since flown the nest, 
Libby and I usually plan any 

time away from home specifically 
to avoid school holidays. This year, 
however, is different – for reasons I 
shan’t bore you with – and as I write 
this, in the middle of August, we 
are currently staying just south of 
Shrewsbury.
 This is our third visit to the county 
of Shropshire, our previous one 
some four or five years ago being an 
accompaniment to our hiring of a 
canal narrowboat on which we crossed 
the Pontcysyllte aqueduct (I trust I’ve 
spelt it correctly, although I wouldn’t 
trust myself to pronounce it). This is 
a magnificent structure that has been 
carrying the canal 125ft above the 
River Dee for the past 200+ years.
 This has nothing at all to do with 
printing, although our first visit to 
this splendid county certainly did as it 
was on the occasion of the Shropshire 
Branch Convention. We both have 
fond memories of this and for the 
hospitality shown to us by Brian 
Russell, who was a volunteer at the 
Ironbridge Heritage Museum. One of 
our lasting souvenirs of that visit is 
a cast-iron nameplate for our house, 
made (more or less) while we waited.
 We start this month’s magazine 
with a most interesting article by John 
Easson. It remembers Joe Shearn 
– whom some older members may 
have known – and his astonishing use 
of border units. Not a piece of Glint 
among them!
 John Holmes, one of our Overseas 

Branch members, writes from the 
Antipodes about the Australasian 
Rare Book School: not a subject, I 
suggest, that is familiar to many of our 
members. This is well worth a read.
 The cover photograph, and the 
accompanying article that starts on 
page 210, ask for your help. With 
the accumulation of experience 
amongst our members, surely there 
is somebody somewhere that can 
respond to this plea?
 We have occasionally included Book 
Reviews in the magazine, and there is 
another on page 211. Although you will 
undoubtedly have to pay rather more 
than the original cover price of half-a-
crown, this could be a good source of 
material for anyone interested in the 
first steps of book-binding.

Cover Image: The Clipston Press 
manufactured by John Haddon. See 
Richard Paterson’s article on page 210.

Views expressed by individual authors are 
not necessarily the views of the Society.
All advertisements are accepted in 
good faith, the Society cannot take 
responsibility regarding the condition of 
the goods sold from the advertisements 
nor can it vouch for the accuracy of any 
statements in any advertisement.

Chris and Libby at the 2007
Shropshire Branch Convention
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To meet the late Joe Shearn, one 
of the early stalwarts of the BPS 
and the PG, you’d have thought he 

was rather old-fashioned, conventional, 
and unadventurous. He worked in the 
NHS administration, mostly with fi ling 
(I think), and fi tted one’s image of a 
stereotypical librarian. But he was an 
enthusiastic printer, and working with 
a Model platen and a minute quantity 
of type – one double case of 10 point 
Plantin, and a few other card fonts, plus 
a few pounds of borders – he produced 
a great fl ow of material.
 What struck me most was his fl air 
with the creative use of the border 
units he had. His main units were 
several 12 point simple geometric 
pieces, squares and triangles, solid 
and ruled, but he later added a small 

amount of the Granjon fl eurons, 
which he often printed in 2-colour 
arrangements that doubled the area he 
could cover.
 I was particularly struck with his 
motif on the title page of the 1968 
Small Printing, which created the 
illusions of both angled setting and 
three dimensions using a rectangular 
setting of his geometric pieces.

 The pages reproduced here were his 
contribution in 1975 to an American 
eccentric publication The Gobboon 
which, like Small Printing, was compiled 
from contributions by ‘small printers’. 
As few (if any) BPS members are likely 
to have seen it, I thought it worth 
showing, especially as they give his 
thoughts on using border units.

Joe’s Motif for Small Printing

| Joe Shearn – A Collection of Borders  | |  John Easson | 
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| Joe Shearn – A Collection of Borders   | |  Continued | 
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| Joe Shearn – A Collection of Borders  | | Continued | 
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I suspect most readers know that I 
am an inveterate collector (too old 
to change now!), and if you have 

also been following my apprentice 
adventures in recent Small Printer 
articles you will also know I worked on a 
newspaper for over 30 years.
 All of this means that not only do 
I search for any printing items when 
out and about visiting antique shops, 
I particularly look for any newspaper-
associated items. Incidentally, has 
anyone else noticed how much old 
metal newspaper advertising signs have 
increased in price?
 My wife and I recently visited 
Chichester. Not only does it have a 
beautiful cathedral and lots of shops, it 
has several antique shops: one even has 
a seat for waiting wives. Over the years 
I have found that when you visit these 
shops it is always worth looking under 
and behind things as you never know 
what is lurking there . . . and so I found 
a great piece of newspaper advertising 
(see pictures).
 I have several old newspaper 
advertising rulers and typescales, but 
I have never seen anything quite like 
this one, and it is fascinating in several 
different ways –  not least its size, 
approximately 22in long by just over 2in 
wide.
 Then there is its age: if you look 
carefully it is possible to make out the 
date January 1913 printed on it, so it is 
104 years old. It also shows the size of 
this newspaper and its column widths 
(before the First World War), but it is the 
price of the advertising space that I fi nd 
incredible. How many ‘ordinary’ people 
could afford these advertising rates? 
 This ruler is a survivor. I don’t think 
it was an item given away generally; 
more likely it was used by the 

advertising department staff for pricing, 
particularly if they were visiting potential 
advertisers, although probably some 
rulers were given away to their ‘best’ 
customers.
 I have tried various websites, but 
there doesn’t seem to be much 
information about The Daily News & 
Leader. Perhaps readers who are more 
computer literate than myself will know 
where to search?

| Another printing fi nd | | Pat Swadling (10453) | 
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Some little time ago I was given a 
beautiful book as an example of 
hand book-binding, and what a 

remarkable treasure it has turned out 
to be. 
 The volume is full-bound in red 
leather using a heavy board case with 
chamfered edges, and a rounded, 
5-corded spine with a hollow. The 
front, back and spine are gold-tooled 
including, amazingly, the turn-ins 
on both covers and the top, tail and 
foredges of the covers and the spine. 
Surprisingly there is no headband. 
The book block of 284 pages has been 
immaculately gilded on all three edges 
and red and gold marble endpapered.
 It is a real joy to hold and to handle.
 The text typeface looks like Caslon, 
with headings in an earlier version of 
Stephenson Blake’s Bologna. The page 
size is 7” x 4½”.
 Having dealt with all these technical 
details, the extra interest for me 
came with the imprint on the Title 
Page clearly stating ‘Privately Printed 
and Not for Sale’. An early personal 
indulgence from someone after my own 
heart! But who was he or she? There is 
no author listed, but the preface gave 
a clue as it concluded with the initials 
W.H.W. and an address, The Pentré, 
Abergavenny, December, 1901.
 The book had been printed by Hazel, 
Watson and Viney, that prestigious 
printing company, so it was obviously 
ordered by a wealthy individual; but 
there was no point in contacting them 
for they were long gone.
 There was one other clue, however, 
in the Dedication, which was ‘To 
My Brother’ with a sad little note: 
“Before the contents of this book were 
placed in the printer’s hands, a deep 
and heavy sorrow has fallen upon 

me in the loss of my dear, gentle, 
and aff ectionate brother. Only by his 
loving and cheerful co-operation have 
the ‘Noble Truths’ contained in this 
volume been collected; and they are 
through God’s blessing, a source of true 
comfort and strength to me in my great 
bereavement. W.H.W.”
 So there was a deceased loving 
brother – older, younger, twin, 
perhaps. I had to know more.
 Kelly’s 1901 Directory for 
Abergavenny came up trumps. W.H.W 
of The Pentré was undoubtedly Lieut-
Col. William Henry Wheeley, DL, JP. 
He was Chairman of the Bench, and he 
lived with his brother Lieut-Col. James 
Seager Wheeley, DL.
 They were two military men of the 
Royal Monmouth Engineer Militia, and 
my guess is that William was the older, 
for the London Gazette showed that at 
a later time William became a Colonel. 
The only military campaign I can so far 
trace was on 11 November 1834, when 
William was involved in quelling a riot 
of miners in West Bromwich, so I am 
left wondering more about two soldiers 
who lived together and produced a 
compassionate private book of Noble 
Truths being quotations from well-
known authors which inspired and 
consoled them.
 The fi rst chapter of Noble Truths is 
appropriately for us about books and 
I have suggested to our editor that he 
may like to include one or two as fi llers 
in future editions of Small Printer, so 
here is Noble Truth 1 as an example:
“I have somewhere seen it observed 
that we should make the same use of 
a Book that the bee does of a fl ower; 
she steals sweets from it, but does not 
injure it.” 
This is attributed to Colton.

| Noble Truths  | | Ron Prosser   (9405) | 
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What a wonderful society of friends 
we are!

 Following my article Some 
Ruminations of 1894 in the July issue 
of Small Printer commenting on Bob 
Richardson’s article The Story of 
Soldan’s in the May issue, which was 
about the Gnome Border originally sold 
through Schilling & Co., John Miller of 
The Old Pals Press in Louth (member 
8953) so enjoyed the these little gnome 
characters that he brilliantly decided 
to copy them into a TrueType font 
replacing the fi gures 1 – 10 with the 
gnomes.
 His fi rst attempt, copying the 
illustrations from the small illustrations 
shown in Small Printer, was reasonable, 
but on receiving a larger photocopy of 
the original illustrations shown in The 
Printing World of 1894 he ended up 

with a much crisper result. I have had 
great fun playing around with this font 
which is called ‘Ron’s Gnomes 02’.
 If you would like to have some fun as 
well, then John or I will be pleased to 
send you a copy of the font to download. 
They are mischievous little characters 
and can add a little humour to any 
appropriate piece of DTP printing. 
 Thank you, John, for your interest, 
expertise and further example of what 
this little society of ours is all about.

9 7
Wanted - a new Editor

for Small Printer

As you know, the magazine is a monthly publication. The main task of the Editor 
is to gather the material together, and check it for obvious errors like typos, 

spelling mistakes, grammatical inconsistencies (positioning of apostrophes is a 
particular bugbear).

He or she then simply has to pass it on to the Design Editor, so no special 
computer skills beyond word processing are involved.

The position is for a period of three years. This gives time for the person to 
establish their own style, bearing in mind it is for a society who enjoy the art of 

printing and its allied crafts.

Any enquiry for further information regarding what is involved should be directed 
towards the current Editor, Chris Green.

Your application should be sent to the BPS Secretary, Peter Salisbury, at 4 Doran 
Drive, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 6AX, or emailed to secretary@bpsnet.org.uk.
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| Schilling’s Gnome Border  | | Ron Prosser   (9405) | 



The Centre for the Book, based in 
the University of Otago in Dunedin, 
hosts the Australasian Rare Book 

School every four years. This year it took 
place from 30 January to 3 February, 
and one of the papers off ered was 
Understanding Incunabula, which I co-
taught with Dr Claire Bolton from

England / Western Australia. Both 
Claire and I have been members of the 
British Printing Society for over 40 years 
but more recently Claire has studied 
the methods used to print incunables. 
Material from her PhD study on The 
Fifteenth-Century Printing Practices 
of Johann Zainer, Ulm, 1473–1478 
was published jointly by the Oxford 
Bibliographical Society and the Printing 
Historical Society in 2016.
 During the course the students were 
encouraged to use catalogues and digital 
resources to get information about early 
printed books, examine incunabula at 
the University of Otago Library as well as 
online, and learn about the importance of 
the material evidence which an individual 
copy can preserve. The practical nature of 
this course involved students hand-setting 
type to jointly produce an eight page 
booklet on a hand press. The Otakou Press 
at the University of Otago has a Colombian 
Press (made by Thomas Long in 

Edinburgh), an Albion (Hopkinson & Cope 
London c 1845) and a Vandercook No 
4. The type is a miscellaneous collection 
gathered from old print shops in Dunedin 
as well as new type from M&H in San 
Francisco and also The Printing Museum 
in Wellington. There were seven students 
in the class and they found the conditions 

in the press-room rather cramped but they 
co-operated with each other and set their 
chosen texts. Claire’s husband, David, who 
is an accomplished letterpress printer, 
was a great help especially when it came to 
setting the eighth chase. Each student set 
their text in an 8x5 Adana chase and four 
of these fi tted into a wooden forme that I 
had made so we could easily position the 
four chases on the Albion (and also the 
Vandercook). 
   The texts were chosen to represent some 
of the earliest printing carried out in 
New Zealand. However the fi rst page was 
part of an Indulgence printed by William 
Caxton in 1480, which was found in the 
binding of an incunable in the University 
of Otago Library by Dr Christopher de 
Hamel. Fortunately there is a small font 
of Double English Black letter, probably 
produced in the nineteenth century by 
a London typefounder but the design is 
fairly similar to the original face used by 
Caxton. This was the obvious choice for 
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| Dunedin Australasian Rare Books School  | | John Holmes | 

William Caxton Indulgence



the line. The next item was an extract of 
the fi rst book printed in New Zealand 
– Māori Catechism printed by William 
Yate in Paihia in 1830. It was followed 
by the English translation. The Gospel 
according to St Luke was printed in Paihia 
in 1835 and we set the title page. The next 
page was a version of the leafl et printed 
by the Church 
Missionary 
Society press 
in Paihia 
advertising a 
meeting in 1835 
to establish a 
Temperance 
Society. There 
is a copy of 
the Report of 
the meeting 
in the Hocken 
Library and a 
the Title page 
and a extract of 
the Resolution 
establishing the 
New Zealand 
Temperance 
Society formed two pages. The fi nal page 
was a copy of a hand-set letter from the 
Wesleyan Mission Press in the Hokianga 
to the Headquarters in London asking for 
more italic type. 
   The students all set the type without 
seeing the original and only using the 
limited amount of body type available 
at the Otakou Press. Few has any prior 
experience of typesetting or letterpress 
printing but they soon discovered the 
layout of typecases and some of the tricks 
of hand-setting and locking up a chase. 
We printed the fi rst side on the Albion but 
experienced major problems in getting 
a uniform impression. We were printing 
on to Munken 130gsm dry paper but did 
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not try damping the paper because I had 
no experience of using dampened paper. 
After a very frustrating session I decided 
to transfer the forme to the Vandercook 
and got a much more uniform impression. 
We printed a run of 60 copies on the 
Vandercook and an additional 25 copies 
on the Albion. The four sheets on the 

verso were less of a problem, once we had 
worked out how to ensure the alignment. 
   The title page cover and colophon were 
printed on coloured card covers – blue for 
the Vandercook edition and brown for the 
Albion edition. The booklets were collated, 
stitched and trimmed and each student 
was given 2 copies of the blue booklet 
and one of the Albion edition. Copies 
were given to the University Library, 
the Alexander Turnbull Library and the 
Dunedin City Library. After the type had 
been dissed, students were then taken to 
the Hocken Library to view the source 
documents. 
 Ed: Dr Claire Bolton is a former 
member of the BPS.

Temperance Society Leafl et



one of these handy little platens.’
 Advertised at a princely £14 14s. 0d, 
the machine appears almost identical to 
mine except in one important respect 
– it is rather smaller. The inside chase 
size is 9½ x 6¾ ins, whereas mine has 
an inside chase size of double that, at 
13½ x 9½ ins. My press certainly does 
not have the company’s details on the 

main casting, as the catalogue model 
does, but I’m not sure that Haddon’s 
manufactured their machines rather 
than acting as agents for some other 
fi rms, as is clear from the catalogue, or 
buying in ‘badged up’ machines made 
by some anonymous manufacturer. But 
at least, if the blurb is to be believed, 
my press is British-made, and likely to 
date back to the early years of the 20th 
century or even earlier. 
 Otherwise, I have never seen or 
heard of a similar press, nor do I know 
of anyone else who owns one, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if mine is the 

It must have been nearly 20 years 
ago that I was told about a printing 
press that might be of interest to 

me. It turned out to be a monster of a 
thing, in poor condition, and located 
in an outbuilding on a remote farm on 
the Lleyn Peninsula in North Wales. 
The owner was glad for me to take it 
although, despite it being a benchtop 
model, it required three of us to get it 
into the back of my car. My hope was, 
one day, to try to restore it and use it.
 Of course, time and life went by, 
and the press remained neglected. 
The restoration project remained a 
non-smoker’s pipe-dream, but I did 
make occasional and unsuccessful 
attempts at identifi cation, there being 
no name or maker’s mark of any kind 
on the machine. Then in 2008, from 
the particulars of a long-ended sale on 
a US auction house website, I found a 
photograph of an apparently identical 
press, but not named. This led me to 
suppose that the machine might be of 
American manufacture. 
 Some years later I came by a 
catalogue of Printers’ Sundries & 
Machinery published by John Haddon 
& Co. and there, amongst a variety 
of platen presses, was a picture of a 
‘“Clipston” Self-Inking Hand Press’. The 
description reads thus:
 ‘Presses of this type are usually 
regarded as toys; but the ‘Clipston’ 
Self-Inking Hand Printing Press is in a 
different category. It is a soundly built, 
British-made tool capable of clean, bright 
printing. It was supplied for army use 
during the Great War, and long before 
that time it found a good market both at 
home and abroad. Many a mission press 
carries on with a ‘Clipston’, and there are 
several printers in this country, famous 
for their fi ne printing, who started with 

210

| The End of the Line? | | Richard Paterson  (9575) | 

Richard’s Clipston Press
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scrap, so, two things – fi rst, can anyone 
shed any further light on the identity and 
background of this press and, second, 
is there anyone who would take on 
the task of restoration? Of course, I’d 
be happy to give it away to someone 
genuinely interested in ‘doing it up’, and 
I can organise help to lift it into the back 
of a suitably large car, but transportation 
by courier would, I imagine, be 
expensive. 
 Anyone with any information or 
who is willing to take on a challenge 
can contact me – my details are in the 
Membership List.

end of its line. It is cumbersome and 
probably never popular, and other 
examples seem more likely to have 
been scrapped rather than sold on: mine 
certainly is now at the end of the line. I 
have no room for it and what time I have 
I prefer to use for printing, so it must 
go. It is not in the best of order – one of 
the curved roller bearers was snapped 
and the broken piece is missing, so a 
new bearer would need to be fashioned, 
some screws are missing and, of course, 
rollers would be required as well as a 
lot of elbow grease to get rid of surface 
rust. But I am reluctant to send it for 

Browsing through the library wares 
at the BPS convention in Newport 
this year I was immediately drawn 

to the striking illustration on the front 
cover of this book. I then asked myself:  
who was John Woodcock?
 Well, Jane Audas (see http://www.
shelfappeal.com) had already done a 
bit of digging and had found out that he 
designed another Puffi n cover for The 
Puffi n Quiz Book, also in 1956, and later 
went on to teach at St Martin’s School 
of Art. I second her in thinking that 
‘the cover of this book is magical, and 
represents my ideal Sunday afternoon 
activity of cutting and pasting and making 
nice paper covers. The patterned papers 
Woodcock illustrates on the cover and 
inside the book reference the nice covers 
http://bit.ly/2rUycTH of the Penguin music 

score books. It’s quite funny that this 
illustration shows how to re-cover your 
copy of the Pelican book Uncommon Wild 
Flowers. Sacrilege, these days, surely?’
 Although now 67 years old, this slim 
volume still holds a wealth of relevant 
and vital information for readers who 
are interested to learn or re-engage 
with the craft of book-binding. Written in 
accessible language, the content covers 
lots of ground, with sections on tools 
and materials, card and paper, re-binding 
a multi-section book, adapting the 
case, making your own pattern papers, 
marbling with oil colours and even tips 
regarding the titling of books.
 I now have my very own copy, courtesy 
of Vera at Vortex Books, who actually
re-bound it herself in a bookbinding class 
40 years ago!

Puffi n Picture Book 104 - (Two Shillings and Sixpence!)
Printed in Great Britain for Penguin Books Ltd, Harmondsworth, Middlesex, by Brown 
Knight and Truscott Ltd. 1956.

| Book review  | | Angie Butler   (10816) | 

Binding Your Own Books – Author: John Woodcock



212

For Sale
Arab Letterpress Treadle Platen 15” x 10” circa 1870 
manufactured in Halifax by Josiah Wade, the machine has not been 
operated for many years and is currently in covered storage.  This 
clamshell press has the addition of a shaft for motive power that 
can be connected (not supplied).  The three ink rollers provided 
may require to be recovered before use and there are two full size 
chases both 15” x 10” plus a business card chase 6.25” x 4.25” 
with the machine.  However, there is some surface rust present 
on the machines metal surfaces.  The platen is currently stored in 
Shepperton Surrey and is available for inspection by prospective 
purchasers but should additional information be required or 
questions posed please email pandswade@outlook.com  or 
telephone 01932244656 for further details.

        

Price £2,000 excluding delivery



Diary of Events
Saturday 2nd September
Prestival
The Whittington Press, nr Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GH54 4HF

Sunday 3rd September
Essex Branch Roadshow
Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, Maldon.

Tuesday 12th September
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Mark Mitchell’s, Dorking.

Thursday 14th  September
South Wales Branch
Visit to letterpress print-shop, Pontrilas.

15th to 24th September
Brighton Print Fair
10-14 Waterloo Place, Brighton, BN2 9NB.

Monday 18th September
Maidenhead Branch
Meeting at Anke Ueberberg’s, Reading.

Wednesday 20th  September
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday 23rd September
Essex Branch
Visit to Ed Denovan at the Hell Box Foundry.

Monday 2nd October
Maidenhead Branch
AGM at Dorothy Sydenham’s, Thame.

Tuesday 10th October
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Peter Scarratt’s, Crawley.
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11th to 13th October
The Print Show
The International Centre, Telford.
http://www.theprintshow.co.uk/

Saturday 14th  October
Executive Council Meeting
The Raven Hotel, Hook, RG27 9HS.

Wednesday 18th  October
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Thursday 26th  October
South Wales Branch
Visit to Rare Books collection, Cardiff Uni.

31st October to 3rd November
IPEX
NEC, Birmingham.
http://www.ipex.org/

Saturday 11th November
Sheffi eld Print Fair
St Mary’s Church & Community 
Centre, Bramall Lane, Sheffi eld.
http://printmakingcentral.tumblr.com/

Tuesday 14th November
Surrey & Sussex Branch
AGM at Libby & Chris’s, Merstham.

Wednesday 22nd  November
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday 16th  December
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. Anyone who plans to attend a 
meeting who is not a member of the Branch concerned should check with the 
Branch Secretary in case details have changed.
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Branch Secretaries
Bristol
Ian Knight
01179 854944
bristol@bpsnet.org.uk

Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628
dorset@bpsnet.org.uk

Essex
Chris. Brinson
01255 813630
essex@bpsnet.org.uk

Lincolnshire & District
Michael Edwards
01733 562867
lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk

London
Matt McKenzie
07836 785505
london@bpsnet.org.uk

Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
01189 666124
maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk

Overseas
Kevin Thorp
00 353 1 8438346
overseas@bpsnet.org.uk

Scotland
John Easson
01828 628001
scotland@bpsnet.org.uk

Shropshire
Peter Criddle
01743 350208
shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk

South Wales
Dominic Hartley
07970 722029
swales@bpsnet.org.uk

Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
01737 644145
surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
NEWS & UPDATES

NEW MEMBER:
10868 Mrs Sarah Barker
Ty Gwyn, Glyndyfrdwy, Corwen,
Denbighshire, LL21 9HG
serengb@gmail.com

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS:
5509 Mr John Alexander
judypunch@virginmedia.com 

DONATIONS:
5509 Mr John Alexander  
6552 Mr Graham Carder
10061 Mr Robert Sumsion

DEATH:
3858 Mr Gregory Barnett,
passed away 18th July 2017

INTERNET NEWS:
Members may view and download further 
interesting content on our website by 
registering at www.bpsnet.org.uk. 
Registration provides access to the 
‘Members Only Area’ which is available to 
all current members.

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, 

or £27 Overseas Online only,
and notifi cations of change of any 

personal or contact details should be 
sent to the

Membership Secretary:
CHRIS GREEN

NODDYSHALL, ROCKSHAW ROAD, 
MERSTHAM, REDHILL, RH1 3DB

Please make any cheques payable to the
‘British Printing Society’.
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of the Severnside Press, introducing us to 
himself and the press, and recalling his 
memories of some past Bristol Branch 
members. Many thanks Bernard, we will 
be in touch very soon! 

Ian Knight  (10750)

Essex Branch
July Meeting

Once again we entered the 
hallowed interior of the 
Hedgehog Press, Adanaland, 

and the Perfect State of Flatby. This 
was an eagerly awaited highlight in our 
annual events calendar for the Essex 
Branch, and as usual it turned out to 
be a day of jollity and typographical 
enlightenment.
 The great and the good of the small 
printing world were in attendance. 
Our Vice-President Dr Paul Hatcher 
graced us with his presence and we 
were delighted to meet our Honorary 
Member Mike Elliston all the way 
from the Galloping Tortoise Press 
in Basildon. The ‘Printerly chat’ was 

Branch Reports

Bristol Branch
We asked – and you 
delivered!

In our fi rst Branch report we put a call 
out for any information regarding the 
past activities of the Bristol Branch, 

and you have delivered! I need to give a 
special word of thanks to Chris Daniells 
of the Maidenhead branch for not only 
alerting me to a letterpress plate of 
the logo designed for the BPS Bristol 
1988 convention on eBay (which I got 
for the princely sum of £2.79), but for 
also sending me a copy of the July 1976 
Small Printer. This edition was practically 
taken over by photographs and reports 
of the 1976 Convention at the Bristol 
Esso Motel, which is now the Holiday Inn 
where the most recent Bristol convention 

was held forty years later. Apparently 
one Bristol member, Maurice Frankcom, 
brought a 1.5 ton Heidelberg Windmill 
press along, and after much assistance 
had it installed in the Hambrook Suite! 
 We would also like to thank the 
Maidenhead branch for their printed 
cards included in the August Small 
Printer, kindly giving congratulations on 
the Bristol Branch reformation. 
 We have received a beautifully 
typewritten letter from Bernard Wheeler 

The 1988 Bristol Convention Plate

Maurice Francom with his Heidelberg at 
the 1976 Bristol Convention.

Photographed by Mike Burridge.



216

going to be of a high order this year. 
Bob Richardson, our Ink sprite (and 
favourite journalist), was also on fi ne 
form. Alan Brignull, sole proprietor of 
Adanaland, had attracted his usual 
fan-base of admirers and afi cionados. 
It was good to meet again the Revd 
Patrick McEune, who by some miracle 
did not have a wedding on this 

particular Saturday (the fi rst time for 
many years). Our Chairman Len Friend 
had brought along a video of himself 
working the huge Heidelberg from The 
London Print Museum. It must be one 
of the few remaining fully operational 
cylinder presses of its size, and the 
speed was amazing.
 Also in attendance were our friends 
Ron and Margaret Rookes, and fi nally 
Mike Perry from the Top Hat Press in 
Ongar.
 Usually at the Adanaland events 
we push the frontiers of printing 

by experimentation and instruction 
from Alan himself. This year we had a 
lengthy business meeting, so we had 
been given time to enjoy the treasures 
of the Adanaland collection and 
archives. Displays included book-based 
and historical examples, some of which 
were rare and in many cases unique. 
The material produced during the ISPA 

years was really fascinating. 
I have often mentioned a 
favourite phrase of mine, ‘The 
Printerly Chat’ – and this is 
what makes these events. The 
older printing inspires nostalgic 
reminiscence, and to listen to 
people who actually knew the 
individual printers makes for a 
wonderful experience. The BPS 
is indeed a Society of Friends, 
many of whom have happy 
memories of friendships from 
years past.
 The displays put together 
by Alan included ‘Colour 
overprint experiments’, which 
were inspired by Eric Webb’s 
Chromatic change in Step but 
using type ornaments, and a 
most handsome exhibition 
entitled ‘Inspiration across the 

Decades’ that included some superb 
linocuts and a selection of It’s A Small 
World which, under Alan’s steady hand, 
is now into its 65th year of annual 
publication.
 I say three cheers for Alan Brignull, 
who this year prints his 103rd issue of 
the monthly Rambling Urchin. A true 
inspiration to Small Printers of the 21st 
century everywhere. And, of course, a 
big thank you to Alan and Julie Brignull 
for all their hard work on our behalf.

Chris. Brinson  (10631)

| Branch Reports | | Continued |

Alan’s display of ‘Colour Overprint Experiments’
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sshhh!!!
we could be your 
best kept secret...

Our unique online ordering system gives 
you instant quotes, and puts you in total 
control of your trade ncr outsourcing.

We print directly from the reel and pass 
the savings on to you.  In many cases we 
can print and deliver for less than the 
cost of the sheetfed raw materials.

Register now
To access instant
trade only prices

The quickest and easiest

TRADE ONLY
online ordering system for 
NCR sets, books and pads
www.print4printers.co.uk

print for
printers

P4P
Print4Printers
Unit F Salcombe Court
Meadow Lane Industrial Estate
Alfreton DE55 7EG
Tel: 01773 743621
Email: info@print4printers.co.uk

OUTSOURCE
TO P4P

OOOO

YOUR
PROFITPAPER

YOUR
PROFIT
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print 
printers

P4P
for

Produce In-House Outsource to Print4Printers

PRINTED,
FINISHED &
DELIVERED
IN 5-7 DAYS

B
P

S 
M

e
m

b
e

r 
N

o.
 1

0
7

3
5

£20 off your first order
Just select BPS SMALL PRINTER when registering

Line Ads
FOR SALE
CROPPER (motorised if required) 
Believed to be early 1900s - 
still with original treadle - Includes two 
NEW rollers
Buyer collects (heavy) from Suffolk
Bought £100 in 1972…. £100 NOW
Photo and more information if required 
from
hogsheadpress@btinternet.com
Chris Bowden (5285) believed to be mid 
1940s!

Publishing Group
Annual 2016

Outrageous Fonts

£7.50 including UK Postage
£9.75 including Overseas 

Postage
Purchase via the website at
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/

PGSmallPrinting/pga2016.html
or send cheque payable to

BPS Publishing Group
to Ron Rookes
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every eff ort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specifi ed issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.

The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.

Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact 
the Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.

Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.

Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.

Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Moulton Printing
01253 342992 | info@moultonprinting.com

132 ig l  o  l c pool
www.moultonprinting.com

• Various Cases of Type 
(Mainly Stephenson Blake)

• Type Cases & Frames Etc

FOR SALE



Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


