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| From The Editor | | Chris Green (7614) |

It’s already October, so you-know-
what will be here all too soon (I refer 
to the festival that occurs in late 

December, the preparations for which 
seem to start earlier each year).
 I wish to start this month’s 
editorial by announcing that this 
is possibly the antepenultimate 
issue of Small Printer that you will 
receive, at least in its present form. 
For those of you suffering from 
hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia 
(look it up) it means that there are 
possibly only two more magazines to 
come after this one. To explain why, 
please take a look at the panel at the foot 
of page 227. This plea, or a version of it, 
has appeared in the magazine for several 
months now and the response has been 
deafening by reason of its absence.
 Wearing my other hat (that of 
Membership Secretary) I have been 
looking at the number of new members 
joining the Society over the past 60 
years, and last year we welcomed over 
40; in the previous two years over 
20 joined each year. I should like to 
invite each of these people to consider 
whether they feel that the task of Editor 
is something that they could take on. 
I understand that many will have 
demanding jobs, be bringing up young 
families, or both – but most of us have 
been there in the past.
 The task isn’t particularly demanding; 
it can be carried out at odd moments and 
anywhere you have an email connection. 
I am happy to answer any questions you 
may have, so please contact me if you 
need further information about what the 
position expects of you.

 So what do we have this month? 
In recent months we have enjoyed 
reading about members’ experiences 
of museums abroad. On the next page 
Frank Mattocks describes what must 
surely be the most unusual one to have 
appeared in these pages – a printing 
museum in Beijing. There is even a 
handy map in case the article inspires 
you to visit.
 A few years ago the idea of printing 
as anything other than producing an 
image on a flat surface was almost 
unheard of (I’m not talking here about 
heavy impressions from an Adana). 
Three-dimensional printing is now a 
reality and will become more available 
as prices fall, as they undoubtedly will. 
Ron Watson introduces us to the subject 
on page 228.
 Greg Barnett is another of our 
members who has, sadly, recently 
departed from us. As son Andrew 
relates on page 233, after becoming 
interested in printing his father joined 
the BPS ‘before long’. In fact Greg 
joined, as member 3858, in the middle 
of December 1972. Many of us will 
remember him at various Conventions 
for two reasons – he always insisted on 
wearing his name-badge upside-down 
(“in case I forget my own name”) and 
he rarely ventured more than £1 when 
bidding at auctions. Ironically, this bid 
was often enough to secure the item in 
question.

Cover Image: Kevin Dodman printing at 
Stow Maries on his Adana 5x3 see Essex 
Branch report on page 238.

Views expressed by individual authors are 
not necessarily the views of the Society.
All advertisements are accepted in 
good faith, the Society cannot take 
responsibility regarding the condition of 
the goods sold from the advertisements 
nor can it vouch for the accuracy of any 
statements in any advertisement.
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| Printing Museum in Beijing China  | |  Frank Mattocks | 

The museum is housed in a building 
at the Graphical Institute in the 
southern suburbs of Beijing. 

   The main building consists of three 
fl oors of machines, type and printed 
objects going back through the ages. 
There are even some examples of 
the recent inventions by a guy called 
Gutenberg somewhere in Europe, 
including a copy of his press. 

   The typecases need to be seen to be 
believed: they are 6ft high by 10ft wide. 
Imagine sorting the type after a printing 
job! One of the exhibits is a compositor 
sitting at two ‘wheels’ of type. There 
is a further exhibition of industrial 
printing plant in the basement, which is 
accessible at the side of the entrance to 
the main building. 

Now that’s what I call a font. Compare it with the size of the dining chair on the right: 
just imagine the manager saying “no, take it back, I wanted 14pt” 
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“Pay attention – I said QingYuanLu, not QingYuanLou”
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| Printing Museum in Beijing China  | |  Continued | 

The museum is close to Exit A of QingYuanLu metro station on the N°4 line (DX Line)

BEIJING METRO
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A few months ago I put an appeal in 
Small Printer for information 
about a brass plaque 

that had come into my 
possession. I am pleased 
to say that I had 
several replies from 
BPS members who 
still have them, and 
with their help have 
managed to get 
the answer to my 
question. 
   The plaques 
were produced by 
Brian Russell: he is 
an ex-member who, as 
well as making excellent 
polymer blocks, had a hobby 
of manufacturing horse brasses. 
He made the original dies in deep etch 

polymer and from these 100 plaques 
were cast by a foundry in Telford. 

At the same time a smaller 
keyring version was 

produced, and they 
all went on sale at 
the 1994 Bristol 
Convention. 
Since we spoke 
Brian has very 
kindly sent me 
the original fi lm 
and dies. My 

thanks to all the 
BPS members 

who helped solve 
the mystery and it is 

now the intention of the 
Essex Branch membership 

to convert our one into an annual 
Branch award.

| Brass plaque | | Len Friend  (8988) | 

Wanted - a new Editor
for Small Printer

A version of this appeal has appeared for the past several months. There 
has been no response whatsoever but you should know that if nobody is 

willing to take on the role of Editor then – quite simply – 
the magazine will not be produced any more.

Although the position is nominally for a period of three years, it is 
possible that the EC would consider somebody as Editor for a

shorter timespan. 

I urge you to consider whether this is something you could do. I should 
be happy to answer any questions about what is involved –

just send a message to editor@bpsnet.org.uk.

If you feel able to take the plunge, then please contact the BPS 
Secretary, Peter Salisbury, at 4 Doran Drive, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 6AX,

or email secretary@bpsnet.org.uk.
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Even though I have retired 
from front line printing and 
bookbinding, I still have 

an interest in how machinery and 
techniques are developing within the 
industry, which is why I attend the 
various shows to see the latest designs 
and applications. Another way of keeping 
up is to subscribe to the trade magazines.
 A recent issue of one magazine, Print 
Monthly, had a small article about the 
use of 3D printers, those that build 
up almost anything from a ribbon of 
plastic. The article, which is re-printed 
elsewhere in these pages, gives an 
indication of what 
might 

be 
possible. Naturally I 

started to imagine how this could be 
used by our members, so decided to look 
further into what was involved. There 
was a small shop around the corner from 
where I live, so I went off  there and had 
a look at the six printers he had installed 
and discussed what I had in mind. Now I 
think I can follow some technical aspects 
of some techniques, but the more this 
discussion went on, I realised that this 
was not going to be as easy as I fi rst 
thought.
 If you are interested in pursuing this 
technique, there are several problems 
you would have to consider. One is 
the various types of material that are 
available for forming the block, some 
of which produce fumes: they range 
from plastic through to metal and even 
wood. Then there are the 3D printers 
themselves. I conducted some basic 

research and found that, as with anything 
new, as it becomes more popular, the 
price will drop. My fi rst thoughts were 
about the machines that might be 
feasible for our members to consider. The 
cheapest would cost around £250, which 
I thought could be an option. Not so. 
Talking to the person in the shop, who 
was a Science Graduate, he said that in 
order to produce anything that could be 
used as I hoped, you would need to spend 
several thousand pounds. 
Then there was 

the software. 
He showed me his system 

and explained how the printer builds up 
the block.
 Also, there is a minimum size for the 
nozzle that extrudes the plastic. Then 
there is another method which uses a 
laser. The basic method uses a series 
of layers, laid one on top of previous 
one, until you have the fi nal block, You 
will need to sand it down to remove the 
ridges that are caused by each layer and 
that is after a small block, approximately 
one inch square, had taken a couple 
hours to produce. While time may not 
be that important, the time to smooth 
the fi nal result and ensure the printing 
surface was perfectly fl at would seem to 
be a major area of concern.
 The more I looked into this subject, 
the more I thought I would leave it to 
someone else to solve the details of 
making it work. If any member wishes to 
follow this project, they could contact the 
company in the article.

| 3-D printing | | Ron Watson  (6955) | 

“If you are interested in pursuing this 

technique, there are several problems 

you would have to consider.”
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| Traditional print-making could make 3D move | | Ron Watson | 

A traditional print-maker has been 
experimenting with the latest 
technology in printing to create 3D 

prints.
 David Borrington of Dekkle Printmaking 
Studios in Baldock 
(North Hertfordshire) 
says that experimental 
platemaking is ‘starting 
to take place’ in the form 
of a collaboration with 
Formlabs Form 2 3D 
printer.
 He describes the 
pioneering work as a 
new alchemy, adding: “If 
we get this right, it will 
revolutionise traditional 
intaglio printing for all, 
and save the calibre of 
the traditional method 
and bring it into the 21st 
century.”
 He said it could mean traditional 
techniques “can be placed in the hands of 
people wherever they have one of these 
desktop 3D printing machines,” billing 

such a development as “a real revolution”.
 Over the next few months, Borrington 
says he will be investigating the potential 
of reproducing the traditional techniques 
with the Form 2 3D printer along with the 

creativity possibilities of Zbrush.
 Borrington adds that the Formlabs and 
Dekkle collaboration plan to run workshops 
demonstrating the potential of this “heady 

mix of traditional 
and contemporary 
methods.”
 He is looking for 
other interested parties 
to get involved as 
each 3D printer would 
potentially create a 
diff erent quality of 
image, and he has plans 
for artists who take 
part to create limited-
edition box sets of 
prints, which could be 
the very fi rst 3D printed 
Intaglio series ever 
produced.



My admiration for John 
Baskerville’s typeface developed 
without my understanding why. 

True, its legibility was a factor, yet the 
way it allowed the paper and the space 
between letters to be an important part of 
the reading process also made an impact; 
the paper was allowed to be a part of the 
legibility.
 Obviously, the way we view typefaces is 
subjective: all of us will have a favourite 
family with which we prefer to work, and 
I do use others which I fi nd attractive. 
Having said that, in my opinion Baskerville 
is unique in the way it allows the white 
space of the page to burst through, 
enhancing contrasting ink colours in a 
pleasing aesthetic, thus making it balanced 
and clear. His letters have pronounced 
gracefulness. Rounded and open, they are, 
I would suggest, very pleasing to the eye. 
It is referred to as a transitional typeface. 
This, to me, is its charm. Standing on the 
edge of the new technology Baskerville 
looks back and acknowledges classical 
lettering and the fi rst ‘printers’ – those 
monks who toiled in scriptoria year after 
year leaving us a wealth of information. 
When the fi rst printing presses burst 
across medieval Europe, that information 
was disseminated and made available to 
anyone who could read. The increase in 
the number of books in Europe alone was 
phenomenal. 
 John Baskerville, printer and designer 
of a distinctive typeface bearing his 
name, was born in 1706 in Wolverley, 
Worcestershire. Taking advantage of 
improving technology in papermaking, 
ink manufacture and improved press 
methodology, together with the use of 
wider page margins and letters, he has 
left a legacy showing us some of the 
fi nest examples of the art of printing. 
Baskerville typeface grew out of ongoing 

experimentation with printing technology. 
John pioneered a diff erent way of 
working, creating denser and blacker 
inks by processing and boiling the best 
quality linseed oil and pigments before 
allowing the resulting mixture to mature 
for months, then adding resin, which was 
followed by a lengthy grinding process. An 
ink with such dense ‘blackness’ had not 
previously been available to printers. He 
also produced a very white, wove paper 
on which he printed successfully. Many 
other printers found it too ‘glossy’ and 
would not use it, but John is credited with 
introducing ‘wove’ paper to the industry. 
 Printers in general guarded closely 
the methods they employed in their own 
print shops, and would be reluctant in 
the extreme to reveal their own practices. 
That John Baskerville took a keen interest 
in what ingredients other printers were 
buying and using has led to suggestions of 
industrial intelligence at work. However 
he came to develop his ink and paper, his 
technique raised the standards for 18th 
century presses. Although reasonably 
successful in other areas of his working 
life, his great skill was as a typographer. 
Giambattista Bodoni, Pierre Fournier and 
Benjamin Franklin admired and promoted 
his typeface. 
 Unfortunately, despite such illustrious 
promotion, his typeface eventually fell out 
of fashion and even in Birmingham, then 
a bastion of free thinking and atheism, 
John Baskerville was tainted by his 
humanism and radicalism. Neglected and 
forgotten, even in death he was not given 
the respect I believe he was due. Buried 
and disinterred three times he lies now 
in a bricked up vault in Warstone Lane 
cemetery. A sad resting place for John 
Baskerville, the man who created the most 
elegant, graceful and beautiful capital Q in 
typography.
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| In praise of Baskerville (1706 – 1775)  | | John Tittley (10440} | 



The collector’s world often contains 
surprises. Sometimes new items just 
‘turn up’, but the surprise is often in 

the story they have to tell, particularly in 
the case of military medals . . . but that, as 
they say, is another story.
 The internet now makes the collector’s 
life much easier, irrespective of what is 
collected; no more spending hours in the 
library looking through stacks of reference 

books. You just go on the computer and 
look everything up.
 To be fair, it doesn’t always work the 
fi rst time, even if you put in the obvious 
details: sometimes you have to try the 
not-so-obvious route to look for the 
information you want. Strangely, 
my computer doesn’t always seem to 
think the same way as I do.
 This was the case with my latest 
printing block fi nd in an antiques 
market. It was on the shelf of one 
of the stands (dealers don’t like you 
calling them stalls) waiting for me to 
spot it amongst the cups and saucers 
and assorted bric-a-brac (sorry, other 
antique items).
 Like many others, I have seen 
hundreds of blocks over the years, but this 
one caught my eye because of its size; and 
it also stood out because it looked slightly 
diff erent to the usual run-of-the-mill 
blocks, laughingly classed as ‘rare’ by the 
dealers.
 The block measured 10in x 2in, so 
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must have been used as a hand stamp by 
Dhanamall Co. Ltd in Singapore, and it 
certainly warranted purchasing, not only 
as a display item, but also as a research 
project. 
 So home to the trusty computer and 
enter ‘Dhanamall Co. Ltd., Singapore’. 
Sadly, the only real information seemed 
to be that the company closed many years 
ago and there was very little else of any 

note.
 Next I tried the maker’s 
name impressed on the side of 
the block, Smith & Howarth, 
Manchester. This company may 
be well-known to some readers, 
but not to me, so I was amazed at 
the amount information available, 
certainly compared to the 
Singapore company.

 It seems that Smith & Howarth of 
Manchester specialised in producing these 
printing blocks. They were apparently 
used for marking textiles and cloth at 
diff erent fi nishing works. The wording 

is set in brass or copper strips and each 
block has been individually hand-made, 
so presumably it would have been quite 
expensive at the time.
 Apparently a museum in Scotland has a 
small collection of these blocks, but one is 
enough for my museum, oops, print shop.

| More collecting (printing) adventures  | | Pat Swadling  (10453) | 



232

I have received a message from 
Chris Hyde, who is an Associate 
Director of Cooke & Arkwright, 

the largest fi rm of independent 
commercial property advisors in 
Wales. The company has recently 
taken back a cottage on the 
outskirts of Cardiff from a long-term 
tenant.  One of the outbuildings 
was found to contain the press 
illustrated.
 It is being offered free of charge to 
anyone who can remove it. Clearly 
it will need some attention but the 
only cost will be that of removal. 
It would be a shame if this had to 
be scrapped, so anyone who is 
interested should contact 
Chris Hyde – his email is
chris.hyde@coark.com.

| Unwanted (and unloved?) | | The Editor | 
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Greg Barnett (3858)

Dad’s interest in printing began in 1973. While visiting a demolition site to buy 
fl oorboards for bookshelves, John (‘Number One Son’) brought him a machine 
he had found and asked what it was: it was a printing press, an Adana 5x3. Dad 
bought it and took it home.

Before long Dad had joined the BPS and started Dome Press; his colophon was 
a musical stave showing the notes g and b in the key of g (these represent ‘do’ 
and ‘me’, hence ‘Dome Press’). In 1975 he moved to Portsmouth and with some 
local BPS members set up the Solent Branch.

Over the years the Solent Branch held many open days and wayzgooses. They 
also organised Conventions in Portsmouth in 1982 and Southampton in 1991 
and 2008.

Dad encouraged us to take an interest in printing and we would earn extra 
pocket money by distributing type and other ‘devilry’. It was surprising to fi nd 
out that other children didn’t have type catalogues to look at.

This interest continues in the family to this day and his grandchildren know the 
difference between a fount, a font and a typeface.
Dad served on the Executive Committee for several years and as Acting 
President of the Society in 2001. With typical modesty he was genuinely 
surprised to receive the William Brace award the same year.

He died at Jubilee House on 18th July 2017 and leaves four children, four 
grandchildren, and more friends than I can count.

Andy Burton (‘Number Three Son’)
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SOCIETY ELECTIONS 
Any eligible* member may be nominated for a position on the Executive Council 
to take offi ce from the 2018 AGM.
 The seven positions available are:
PRESIDENT,  VICE-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY,  TREASURER and THREE 
COUNCILLORS.
 A Nomination must be proposed and seconded by two eligible* members in 
accordance with Rule 23 and sent so as to reach the Society’s Secretary no later 
than 31st December 2017.
 *An eligible member is any paid-up voting Member who is over 18 years old 
and has been a Member of the Society for at least 12 months.
 A sample Nomination Form can be downloaded from the website at
http://www.bpsnet.org.uk/members/election.html

PROPOSITIONS FOR THE AGM
Members wishing to place any propositions before the 2018 Annual General 
Meeting of the Society should submit them to the Secretary before 31st 
December 2017. Such propositions must be in writing and signed by a proposer 
and seconder, both of whom must be members of the Society.

THE ROSEN AWARD
The Rosen Award is given for the best publication printed jointly by Members of 
a Branch of the Society.
 The printing and fi nishing must be done entirely by Branch Members who 
must also be paid up Members of the Society. It is not necessary for every 
Member of the Branch to participate, although as many as possible should be 
involved in it’s production.
 Every sheet including the cover should be identifi able with the Member or 
Press Name and BPS membership number on either the front or reverse.
 Fifteen copies should be sent to the Society’s Secretary to arrive by 15th 
January 2018.
 Claims for reimbursement of carriage costs may be sent to the Society’s 
Treasurer.

THE COLES AWARD
The Coles Award is open to any young person under the age of 18. They should 
submit ten copies of each of four different printed specimens that have been 
their own work. Their parents or a member of the Society may offer supervision 
only and should submit details of how the work was carried out.
 The competition is open to members and non members of the Society.
 The winning entry will receive a shield to hold for twelve months along with 
membership of the Society for twelve months. All entries should be sent to 
the Society’s Secretary to arrive by 31st December 2017. The judging will be 
undertaken by the Executive Council at it’s fi rst meeting of 2018.



Diary of Events
Monday 2nd October
Maidenhead Branch
AGM at Dorothy Sydenham’s, Thame.

Tuesday 10th October
Surrey & Sussex Branch
Meeting at Peter Scarratt’s, Crawley.

11th to 13th October
The Print Show
The International Centre, Telford.
http://www.theprintshow.co.uk

Saturday 14th  October
Executive Council Meeting
The Raven Hotel, Hook, RG27 9HS.

Monday 16th  October
Shropshire Branch
Meeting at Red Barn, Shrewsbury.

Wednesday 18th  October
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, 
Dorchester.

Saturday 21st  October
Essex Branch Roadshow
Thaxted Church Craft Fair, Thaxted.

Thursday 26th  October
South Wales Branch
Visit to Rare Books collection, Cardiff Uni.

31st October to 3rd November
IPEX
NEC, Birmingham.
http://www.ipex.org/
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Friday 10th & Saturday 11th November
Small Publishers Fair
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, 
London WC1R 4RL
http://smallpublishersfair.co.uk/

Saturday 11th November
North Wales Print Fair
MOSTYN, 12 Vaughan Street, 
Llandudno LL30 1AB
http://tinyurl.com/y9s27nhp

Saturday 11th November
Sheffi eld Print Fair
St Mary’s Church & Community 
Centre, Bramall Lane, Sheffi eld.
http://printmakingcentral.tumblr.com/

Tuesday 14th November
Surrey & Sussex Branch
AGM at Libby & Chris’s, Merstham.

Monday 20th  November
Shropshire Branch
AGM at Red Barn, Shrewsbury.

Wednesday 22nd  November
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday 16th  December
Dorset Branch
Meeting at Whitcombe Stables, Dorchester.

Saturday 17th March
Plymouth Art Book Fair
Ocean Studios, Royal William Yard, 
Plymouth PL1 3RP.
http://counterplymouth.com/

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. Anyone who plans to attend a 
meeting who is not a member of the Branch concerned should check with the 
Branch Secretary in case details have changed.
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Branch Secretaries
Bristol
Ian Knight
01179 854944
bristol@bpsnet.org.uk

Dorset
Win Armand Smith
01258 830628
dorset@bpsnet.org.uk

Essex
Chris. Brinson
01255 813630
essex@bpsnet.org.uk

Lincolnshire & District
Michael Edwards
01733 562867
lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk

London
Matt McKenzie
07836 785505
london@bpsnet.org.uk

Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
01189 666124
maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk

Overseas
Kevin Thorp
00 353 1 8438346
overseas@bpsnet.org.uk

Scotland
John Easson
01828 628001
scotland@bpsnet.org.uk

Shropshire
Peter Criddle
01743 350208
shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk

South Wales
Dominic Hartley
07970 722029
swales@bpsnet.org.uk

Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
01737 644145
surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
NEWS & UPDATES

NEW MEMBER:
10868 Mr Roy Proctor
Gracewood, Ockham Road North,
East Horsley, Leatherhead, KT24 6NU
royproctor@hotmail.com

CHANGE OF DETAILS:
Following Greg Barnett’s death earlier this 
year, his son Andrew Burton has taken over 
membership 3858

DONATIONS:
10346 Mr Kevin Wood
10807 Miss Elizabeth Willow  

INTERNET NEWS:
Members may view and download further 
interesting content on our website by 
registering at www.bpsnet.org.uk. 
Registration provides access to the 
‘Members Only Area’ which is available to 
all current members.

ALL MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
currently £27 for UK, £42 for Overseas, 

or £27 Overseas Online only,
and notifi cations of change of any 

personal or contact details should be 
sent to the

Membership Secretary:
CHRIS GREEN

NODDYSHALL, ROCKSHAW ROAD, 
MERSTHAM, REDHILL, RH1 3DB

Please make any cheques payable to the
‘British Printing Society’.
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and projectors being available that 
actually talk to each other. If anyone 
wishes to use the hotel laptop/projector 
system at next year’s Convention it might 
be best if they provide everything on a 
memory stick that can be checked prior 
to the weekend. Ron will ask the hotel if 
he can check this at the venue. 
 Les Taylor, who attended this meeting 
as a guest, had brought along a TODO 
craft machine, which could be used as 
a proofi ng press, hot foil machine and 
a cutter. While the machine is made of 
plastic, it was quite heavy and did seem 
to be quite robust. A registration system 
will need to be developed. Further 
research shows that when new, this 
machine is priced around £300. Although 
it seems that they can be found on Ebay 
for a range of prices starting around £80. 
Les has also been busy printing his own 
designs of stamps using the TODO and 
Adana machines. 

Ron Watson  (6955)

Essex Branch
August Meeting

At a rough estimate, the 16 
members who assembled at The 
Haven Press on 19 August had 

travelled a total of about 700 miles, such 
is the renown of the Essex Branch’s 
annual seaside outing to Holland on Sea 
and the hospitality of Chris and Jenny 
Brinson.
 As soon as everyone had arrived and 
settled down, Chairman Len called us to 
order for the formal part of the Branch 
meeting and a recap of coming events. 
First of these was an invitation to Stow 
Maries, near Maldon, on 3 September. 

Branch Reports

Dorset Branch
August Meeting

Members may have noticed that 
there has been a lack of reports 
from our Branch recently. This 

was because much of the content of the 
meetings 
was to do 
with the 
various 
aspects 
connected 
with the 
convention 
in 2018: 
also, there 
have been 
no practical 
items 
worth 
reporting.
 At our 
August 
meeting 
there was 
a brief 
discussion 
on 3D 
printing, 
based on 
what Ron 
had found 
out over 
the past 

couple of weeks. An article appears in 
this issue of Small Printer, outlining how 
this method might be used to produce 
blocks for letterpress printing, together 
with Ron’s fi ndings, which seems to 
indicate this will take some time to be of 
use to our members.
 Roderic raised the point about laptops 

The TODO machine with a block 
in place ready to be printed. You 
would place paper or card on top 
and then wind the handle to drive 
the pressure roller across
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This is a historic First World War airfi eld, 
set up for defending London against 
Zeppelins and Gotha bombers, and 
we were requested to wear vaguely 
appropriate clothing. This explained why 

Len was wearing a leather fl ying helmet 
— watch out for photos in a future Small 
Printer! Following this we have return to 
the Craft Fair in Thaxted on 21 October.
 Business over, free-ranging chat 
resumed in earnest. We spent a while 
reviewing the Small Printer reviews of 
the Rosen Award items before starting 
to wonder why we had chosen the 
subject we did for this year, then moved 
on to the merits (or not) of fake Chinese 
Adanas, the perils of unpredictable 
import duty levied on goods ordered 
from abroad (the main thing appears 
to be not describing machine parts as 
‘machine parts’) and the state of the 
paper industry. Bring back Dosseters and 
Waltham Paper!
 Jenny had prepared an ample table 
full of food and drink for us but even this 

did not stop the fl ow of conversation. 
By the door there was another table 
with something mysterious under a dust 
sheet — this turned out to be Chris’s 
latest restoration project, a thermograph 

machine made by Noble 
Engineering. It had been 
cleaned, de-rusted and 
lubricated till it ran 
smoothly and quietly, 
looking almost as good 
as new. Chris didn’t turn 
the heater on, though. 
Whether this was because 
he didn’t trust his colour-
blind rewiring or whether 
he didn’t trust us not to 
test it on slices of pizza 
we can’t be sure. Finished 
specimens are promised 
for a PG bundle soon.
 Demonstration over, 
we reverted to chat and 
putting the world to 
rights, aided by a constant 

fl ow of tea and coffee, till it was time 
to rejoin the real world outside. Many 
thanks to Chris and Jenny for putting up 
with us all yet again!

Alan Brignull (4800)

Stow Maries

Our latest and greatest effort to 
date took place on Sunday 3rd 
September. A jolly group of B.P.S. 

Members were invited to attend the Stow 
Maries Great War Aerodrome ‘Wings 
& Words’ event and demonstrate our 
letterpress printing skills for the edifi cation 
of the public. Altogether fi ve presses were 
in action, printing a wonderful assortment 
of ephemera some relating to World War 1. 
 Our group consisted  of Len Friend (our 

| Branch Reports | | Continued |

Chris’s Noble Engineering Thermograph
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Chairman), guests Steve Linehan and Barry 
Felstead, both volunteers at the St. Bride 
Foundation and the Type Archive, and  BPS 
member Mick Clayton and Gill his wife 
both of whom also volunteer at St. Brides. 
Ron and Margaret Rookes, Chris & Jenny 
Brinson, and fi nally our latest recruit Kevin 
Dodman.
 During the course of the day we were 
delighted to greet our oldest member, 
Ken Wright all the way from Braintree. 
Also Jillian Atkins was with us together 
with some gems from her late husband 
Robert’s library.  These were offered to 

members for a donation to the Salvation 
Army. Thank you for thinking of us Jillian 
and taking the trouble to be with us.
 We had plenty of elbow 
room for our display as we 
were housed in a large open 
fronted marquee. Len Friend 
had excelled himself by printing 
a massive Zeppelin on a 12ft 
banner for one end of the 
tent, and an equally massive 
Gotha G.V. Bomber aircraft for 
the matching end. Len had 
also printed a mass of WW1 
ephemera and beautiful full 
colour posters. Altogether a 
superb effort on his part.

 Ron and Margaret were displaying our 
range of BPS publications together with 
some exquisite keepsakes and novelty 
souvenirs printed by Ron on his Adana 
8x5.
 The Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome 
is Europe’s largest surviving WW1 
Aerodrome and we were up against it with 
competing events.
 During the course of the day we had 
poetry readings, book signings, talks, and 
even an operetta performed for the fi rst 
time in ninety years after being found in a 
desk drawer!
 Kathy Peyton the author of “Flambards” 
which older readers may remember was 
a successful television series. The actual 

The Gotha G.V. Bomber

Identity Card

Steve and Barry printing Identity Cards, 
assisted by Gill
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aerodrome was built on Flambard’s Farm, 
hence her title for the series.
 The museum details may be found on 
www.stowmaries.org.uk
 The historical material printed by the 
Essex Branch was of a high order (see 
illustrations) each piece was personalised 
with the persons own name, and this was 
done rapidly thanks to our two Fleet St. 
professional “Comps” Each visitor could 

| Branch Reports | | Continued |

claim a War Department leave of absence 
certifi cate, and National Registration Act 
1915 offi cial identity card, ideal if you want 
to go time travelling!
 Quite a busy day for us all but the actual 
fl ow through of visitors was not as high 
as it could have been. The organisers in 
their wisdom had opened the museum 
for free on the preceding weekend, but 
our weekend commanded an entry fee 
which put off a lot of the public. However 
we could give our visitors extra care 
and attention as we were not rushed or 
pressured. Interest in our society was 
considerable and I think we did the B.P.S. 
proud and raised the public profi le of the 
Society of Friends still further.

Chris. Brinson (10631)

Shropshire Branch
June & August Meetings

We have missed a few of our planned 
meetings this year but have 
recently had two very successful 

(and watery) visits.
 The fi rst in June was to members Ian and 
Margaret Hutchings at their workroom by 
a lake in North Shropshire. Margaret sells 
second-hand books which are stored there, 
and Ian prints using an Adana 8x5 and a 
stock of type which he has built up over the 
past year or two. Having printed souvenirs 
of our visit we were able to look through 
the books and buy at generously discounted 
prices. We then settled in chairs by the 
waterside to talk printing, eat our picnic and 
watch the sun set over the lake.
 Another enjoyable outing was in August 
when we were invited by our chairman 
Graham Skitt to board his narrowboat 
home, Minstrel Boy, at its usual mooring 
in Staffordshire. Graham has been in 
printing since his letterpress apprenticeship Mick printing Leave of Absence Passes 

on the Ajax Major

Leave of Absence Pass
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10% OFF
YOUR FIRST 

ORDER

100% O
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in 1960 with Kenrick and Jefferson of 
West Bromwich and has also worked in 
fl exography, screen printing and litho until 
retiring seven years ago. Eight of us met at 
the marina pub and were taken in groups 
to admire his freshly painted boat and 
the press room that he has established in 
the cratch, or sharp end. This is a small 
triangular space with a porthole overlooking 
the marina and not one, but two, Adana 
presses on which we were able to print a 
two-colour souvenir of our visit. Type is out 
of the question in this very limited space, 
but Graham puts his experience to good 
use in designing work on his computer 
and having blocks made. Afterwards, over 
a meal in the pub, Graham admitted that 
he had only had time to paint the side of 
Minstrel Boy next to the jetty. He now tells 
me that he has turned his home round and 
painted the other side: we will have to insist 
on a return visit to inspect.

Peter Criddle (6562)
Graham Skitt printing on board the 

narrowboat  ‘Minstrel Boy’
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sshhh!!!
we could be your 
best kept secret...

Our unique online ordering system gives 
you instant quotes, and puts you in total 
control of your trade ncr outsourcing.

We print directly from the reel and pass 
the savings on to you.  In many cases we 
can print and deliver for less than the 
cost of the sheetfed raw materials.

Register now
To access instant
trade only prices

The quickest and easiest

TRADE ONLY
online ordering system for 
NCR sets, books and pads
www.print4printers.co.uk

print for
printers

P4P
Print4Printers
Unit F Salcombe Court
Meadow Lane Industrial Estate
Alfreton DE55 7EG
Tel: 01773 743621
Email: info@print4printers.co.uk
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£20 off your first order
Just select BPS SMALL PRINTER when registering

Line Ads
Wanted
A member wishes to purchase second-
hand letterpress equipment and type, 
also some wood letter. If you have any 
surplus items for sale, please contact 
Carl Jackson (10642),
c/o The Waverley, 88 Banks Road,
West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 0RE.

Wanted
• a small, simple, table-top cylinder 
proof press (bed size 18ins x 13ins or 
thereabouts)
• a paper fl ong (for showing to students)
• precision register quoins (midget 
quoins)
All these are highly unlikely and rare as 
hen’s teeth, but I thought this might be 
the place to ask. If you can help, please 
contact Elizabeth Willow (10807); email 
violetelizabeth@poetic.com. Thank you!

Wanted
Copies of Small Printer from the 1980s. 
Please contact Patrick Roe (10805) at 
patrick@theloganpress.co.uk.

Members may be interested to know 
that former member Andy Taylor at the 
Elrod Press is back in business, casting
Leads and Rules at a cost of £20 per kilo 
plus carriage. Email him on
a.a.j.taylor@btinternet.com for details 
of Rules available, he is not casting 1pt 
leads.



  Small Printer Advertising Rates

243

Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every eff ort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specifi ed issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.

The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% 
discount and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.

Cheques payable to “British Printing Society” and material should be sent as follows or contact 
the Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.

Line Advertisements should be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month prior to publication.

Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.

Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Moulton Printing
01253 342992 | info@moultonprinting.com

132 ig l  o  l c pool
www.moultonprinting.com

• Various Cases of Type 
(Mainly Stephenson Blake)

• Type Cases & Frames Etc

FOR SALE



Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


