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Since my last editorial, the world has 
been turned upside down and whilst our 
Annual Convention has been postponed 

to 2021, spare a thought for all the people 
working in the printing and associated 
industries. Our Society branch meetings and 
other events where some of our members 
were planning to create interest in what 
we do are no longer on the calendar for the 
foreseeable future as we face an uncertain 
‘lockdown’ period. 

This is a great shame for us enthusiasts but 
the printing industry itself is already show-
ing the strain which has been highlighted by 
a survey from the trade association, the BPIF. 
600 respondents accounting for £3.1 billion 
turnover and employing 22,000 employees 
provided the answers to various questions. 
The most staggering response to me was 
the average decline in order levels which 
produced an average of minus 65%! 27% of re-
spondents have already made redundancies 
with an average of 41% of their workforce. 
40% were extremely concerned about there 
survival over the next six months. There was 
also concern about the supply chain as these 
associated industries are also affected.

There are some winners, of course. Print-
ers supplying the NHS, pharmaceutical 
companies, the public sector etc have prob-
ably seen an increase in orders from these 
sectors. Although I couldn’t find out who 
printed them, the 30 million letters from the 
Prime Minister would have been a nice little 
order.

There is one great news story among the 
doom and gloom though. Prime Group in 
Nottingham, an innovative company sup-
plying digital printing, print on demand, 
personalised books and branded compo-
nents amongst other printed items in their 
portfolio. One example being 50,000 printed 
plastic spoons for Kelloggs for 28 countries in 
15 languages.  

Their managing director’s wife is a critical 
care practitioner at an NHS intensive care 
unit and found herself without the necessary 
PPE. They quickly turned their production 
over to get visors out as soon as possible. 
Prime designed, prototyped, manufactured 
and delivered to frontline workers in less 
than 24hrs. According to their website 
(as of 11th April) they have now delivered 
20,000 visors to 50 hospitals, trusts and GP 
surgeries.

It is wonderful to see what can be achieved 
when creative thought is applied in difficult 
situations. So what creative thoughts are 
milling around in your head? One thing we 
still have is our competition for work printed 
on an Adana press. Set your bar high, have a 
go, send it in and …
...Keep printing and stay safe.

 

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)
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Cover Image: The ‘Bard of Boverton’, 
Richard Paterson, at work in his workshop 
during the current lockdown.



FROM THE PRESIDENT

As the coronavirus pandemic continues to affect 
us in many different ways I thought I would 
mention some of the effects it has had on the 

British Printing Society, and how we have responded.
As announced last month, we have been able to 

transfer our hotel booking for this year’s Convention 
to 16th – 18th April 2021 without incurring any 
cancellation fees and we are delighted that most of 
the members who booked for the 2020 Convention 
have been content to carry their booking forward to 
2021. This gives us a great base from which to make 
the 2021 Convention a real success.

The lack of a Convention this year has, of course, 
left a big gap in the annual proceedings of the Society: 
what to do about the election of officers, awarding 
of prizes, the AGM, Publishing Group AGM etc? 
This situation is not covered by the rules, and the 
EC is having to feel its way through all this. The EC 
continues to discuss by e-mail, and we shall look into 
holding virtual meetings by Skype or Zoom. If we are 
able, later in the year, we will hold the delayed AGM. 
This is likely to be a one-day event and is something 
that can be organised at relatively short notice.

I should like to mention the composition of the 
EC from April 2020. Last year Robin Munday said 
he wished to step down as Treasurer at the 2020 
Convention, after many years in the role. We are 
very lucky that Andrew Dolinski has agreed to take 
over as Treasurer. We all owe Robin great thanks 
in keeping the Society finances in such good order. 
Treasurer is one of the crucial behind-the-scenes 
roles in the Society, that we only tend to notice when 
there is a problem, and many thanks to Andrew for 

volunteering to take over. We can officially ratify this 
at the AGM when it is held, but I hope I have your 
agreement to start the transition between treasurers 
now, rather than at some indeterminate date in the 
future. If not please let me know!

Also at the 2020 Convention, Ron Watson would 
have stood down as a Councillor. I wish to thank Ron 
not only for his service on the EC for many years in 
several roles, but also for his advice to us all on the EC. 
I hope that we can meet up as a Society soon and pay 
proper thanks to Robin and Ron.

This leaves two Councillor positions on the EC 
vacant. I would really like to see these posts filled (the 
EC can co-opt volunteers to fill these posts), as having 
a range of experience and opinion on the EC is very 
important for the successful running of the Society: I 
am happy to discuss the role with anyone who might 
be interested.

Finally, a brief note on Small Printer, which 
becomes even more important to the Society in the 
absence of face-to-face meetings. Mike Edwards and 
Richard Paterson are keen to continue producing and 
mailing it respectively, and Moultons are continuing 
to print it, so we will continue to produce it monthly. 
Should it become impossible to print or post it in the 
coming months we can still send it to most members 
by e-mail, although we know that a few of our 
members do not use email. To facilitate this, if we do 
not hold your current e-mail address please send it to 
Chris Green (membership@bpsnet.org.uk).

Best wishes, and stay safe,
Paul Hatcher (10648)
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Small, but beautifully formed
These exquisite stamps from the Dutch 
Antilles were designed by the famous 
typographer Jan van Krimpen in 1946. 
Users of his Spectrum typeface may 
notice a similarity.



EXHIBITION (TIM JOLLANDS 10896)
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THE ADANA TROPHY
SMALL PRINTER IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE A WORTHY SUCCESSOR 
TO LAST YEAR’S ABANDONED HAND-PLATEN COMPETITION

COMPETITION MIKE EDWARDS (10374)

TO ENTER:
You need to do two things:
1. Email a picture of your entry, together with a few 
lines about it to: spdesign@bpsnet.org.uk
2.  Send  five copies of your printed entry to: 
Mike Edwards, 98 Albany Walk, Woodston, 
Peterborough PE2 9JW. Make sure you include 
your name and BPS number with both the email and 
postal submissions.

THE RULES
Anything printed by a BPS member on a hand-plat-
en and no larger than A5 in size will be accepted 
(this includes linocuts etc). Entries will preferably 
have been printed within the last two years. The 
closing date is 1 February 2021. All entrants will 
receive a small certificate (printed on a hand-platen 
of course), and the winner will be announced, and 
be awarded the trophy, at the convention.  If you 
are unable to attend the convention, the trophy will 
be forwarded to you. The winner will keep the 
trophy for one year, and will need to return it 
before the next convention.

NEW ANNUAL COMPETITION

Do you own a letterpress hand-platen, a bit of bit 
and some ink and paper? If so, then this is the com-
petition for you. You just need to show us what you 
and your press are capable of and send a few exam-
ples in. You could be a master printer, capable of the 
most exquisite work, or perhaps you are a novice, 
with bundles of enthusiasm and unusual ideas. 
Either way, we want to see your work. Just put it 
down on to a sheet of A5 or smaller and send it in.

Seeing as the Adana hand platens have played 
such an important part in the Society over the 
years, and the name Adana is pretty much synony-
mous with hand-platens, we asked whether Caslon 
Ltd would have any objection to us naming the 
competition’s trophy ‘The Adana Trophy’ and I’m 
pleased to announce that they were only too happy 
for us to use the Adana name.

Rather than having a panel of judges, a different 
judge will be chosen every year – the Society has 
plenty of respected printers to choose from.

Roy Caslon, who was particularly disappointed 
when we had to announce that last year’s hand-plat-
en competition wasn’t going ahead, has been invited 
to judge the first year of the competition.

Many of you will have met him demonstrating the 
ever-popular Adana hand-platens at print shows 
around the county.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!
ONCE THIS COMPETITION IS UNDERWAY, WE PLAN TO CARRY ON LAST 
YEAR’S ARTISTS’ RELIEF PRINTING COMPETITION IN A SIMILAR MANNER

SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT



The current Coronavirus precautions of contain-
ment, and the quarantine of suspected cases 
takes me back to 1974.  My husband Nick was a 

consultant with the World Health Organisation (WHO), 
seconded to the project in India and Bangladesh 
where they had an international drive to eradicate the 
disease of Smallpox.

One of the methods used was to travel around the 
villages asking if anyone had seen people with the 
disease. Nick sometimes travelled with armed guards, 
they walked miles searching out cases who they then 
isolated and vaccinated. One of the many obstacles 
they had to overcome was that a visitation from Shi-
tala(Hindi: ‘She Who Is Cool’);the Indian goddess of 
smallpox and of other infectious diseases was seen as 
a blessing rather than a curse. 

Another issue to tackle was the attitude of the 
stone cutters who made gravel by hand, refusing 
vaccination because it hurt their arms which prevent-
ed them from working. Nick paid their daily wages for 
a week to keep them away from work so they could 
be vaccinated. Anyone born before 1971 will have a 
scar on the top of their arms and so will sympathise 
with the anxiety of the stone cutters. It was no longer 
compulsory after 1948 but most of us of a certain age 
were vaccinated.

As there were fewer cases it became harder to find 
the last people who had the disease. A reward scheme 
was introduced for the reporting of a case and as the 
number of reports fell the reward was increased.

Nick searched around for someone to help the 
project and was taken to the local WD&HO Wills  

ERADICATING SMALLPOX
HOW THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION  TACKLED THE DISEASE

TYPEFACE TALES WIN ARMAND SMITH (10716)
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cigarette factory. They agreed to use their Heidelberg 
machines to print 10,000 reward posters in their 
printing and packaging division. They designed and 
printed the posters for Nick in one day. He had to be 
very grateful even though as a public health doctor 
he was very anti-smoking! They were distributed by 
cinema poster wallahs and other distribution chan-
nels to villages and towns. There is a photograph of 
a poster on a rickshaw in Monghyr (now Munger) on 
the banks of the Ganges in Bihar State. There was a 
photo on some of them showing a child with smallpox 
but I feel it might be a bit much for people who read 
the Small Printer over breakfast!

A friend who studied Hindi at university has trans-
lated the poster for us: ‘REWARD: We give notice of 
a family suffering from smallpox. To receive your 
reward contact Civil Lines or the medical officer’.

The eradication programme was 100% success-
ful, they saw the very last cases of the disease, the 
posters were the final piece of the programme that 
ensured its success. 
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LOCKDOWN A LOOK AT WHAT MEMBERS HAVE BEEN DOING SINCE THE LOCKDOWN 
SEND YOUR LOCKDOWN PICTURES TO SPDESIGN@BPSNET.ORG.UK

Above: Hannah Fitzpatrick Left:  Frank Hemmings and one 
of his Easter cards Top Left: Eric Karklins with a homemade 
typecase Below: Ian Lewis  Below Left: A print by Jane West



Above: Poppy Fitzpatrick printing leaves with mum 
Below: Adrian Hilyer enjoys reading Small Printer while 
sitting on his very own ‘Stairway to Heaven’

WELCOMING...

Vega Brennan 
I’m definitely a beginner. I manage a small 
open-access print studio near Carlisle, mostly 
running courses and helping artists print 
their etchings, linocuts and collagraphs. A 
friend showed me her Adana Eight-Five and 
then I came across one gathering dust in a 
local bookshop. The second Adana came from 
Keighley with a lot of type and it’s great being 
able to run them in tandem. The biggest project 
I’ve completed recently is a calendar with a 
friend. The letterpress community means so 
much to me as I feel like I have a whole lifetime 
of learning to do, and there are so many things I 
would like to print.

Dominic McMinn
I’ve been interested in printing for a few years 
and last year my partner bought me a voucher 
for a letterpress workshop in London. The 
workshop was fantastic and introduced me 
to a whole new world, from using a table top 
Farley proof press to a small Adana. The day 
whetted my appetite and I have since purchased 
an Adana Five-Three and an Ajax flatbed with a 
variety of bits and bobs, I don’t know whether 
they are in workable conditions but took a punt. 
From my initial enquiries with the British Print-
ing Society I have been offered contacts for help, 
which I will take up once my newborn has settled 
in and I can have a little bit more free time!

THE FIRST OF A REGULAR COLUMN 
INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS TO THE SOCIETY
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BOOKS FOR THE 
LETTERPRESS BEGINNER 

PRINTER’S BOOKSHELF JOHN EASSON (2959)

A SELECTION OF MANUALS TO HELP THE NOVICE GET STARTED

With so many taking up letterpress 
these days, there’s a demand 
unmet for books that help such 

beginners with the practicalities. Presses, 
especially second-hand ones, never came 
with instruction books that covered basic 
‘how to do it’, they assumed they were 
going to be used by trained workers, and 
the main exception was Adana, who did 
provide rather skimpy instructions with 
their machines. If you can find the out-of-
print John Ryder’s Printing for Pleasure  or 
Herbert Simon’s Introduction to Printing, 
they are probably the best books in the 
field. Lewis & Easson’s Publishing & 
Printing at Home also tries to cover the 
basics, and yes, I was involved although 
it was BPS member and professional 
writer Roy Lewis’s idea. You may also 
come across BPS’s own Basic Letterpress, 
which is actually a compilation of articles 
by members that first appeared in Small 
Printer. This means that it isn’t really a 
manual, and is rather bitty, but it does come 
from practical experience and contains 
useful information. 

 The vast majority of practical books on 
composing and printing letterpress were 
written with apprentices in mind. This 
means that whilst they are accurate in their 
information, they assume commercial 
printshop facilities are available, that the 
priorities are those of industry, and work is 
being done amidst a team of other skilled 

workers. Such books can still be very 
informative, but their different focus has to 
be borne in mind.

Thus you may come across Hutchings 
& Skilton’s Modern Letterpress Printing, 
or at least one of its five volumes such as 
III: Materials and Methods in the Machine 
Room, which covers running letterpress 
presses. But if you are a beginner you will 
soon be out of your depth in instructions on 
how to impose 32 pages to suit a particular 
make of folding machine in book work, 
the complications of specialised inks for 
embroidery transfers, and the testing 
of papers. It does have a good section on 
faults and their causes, but on the whole 
it’s an extreme example of the genre. It is 
actually based on one of the many Victorian 
textbooks that you may come across. These 
in some ways are more relevant than the 
20th century ones, because they come 
from an era of hand type-setting, hand-fed 
presses, and generally simpler machines 
more like the ones (or indeed the very ones) 
the new readers are using. Southward, 
Jacobi and Gould are common examples 
you may find second-hand.

Presses, especially 
second-hand ones,
never came with 
instruction books that 
covered basic ‘how to do it’



David Jury’s Letterpress: the Allure 
of the Handmade (160pp, RotoVision, 
2004) is not a manual on the process, 
but a profusely illustrated and inspiring 
display of letterpress including much very 
recent work, with a strong emphasis on 
ephemera and striking designs. So many 
books on typography and design focus on 
the restrained and subtle world of book 
design, that the ability of letterpress to be 
exuberant and extrovert can be missed. 
It also covers a great deal of information 
on the history and typography. To be a 
letterpress printer and not be aware of its 
rich and fascinating history, full of social 
significance and creative personalities is 
to miss half the fun, and be unappreciative 
of the connotations of the letters you are 
working with.

Indeed if you want to delve into the 
background of the types you use, you 

might like to look at Richard Southall’s 
Printer’s Type in the Twentieth Century 
(240pp, British Library, 2005). Subtitled 
Manufacturing and Design Methods, 
it covers the evolution of ‘type’ 
production from hot metal to digital via 
photocomposition with descriptions of 
the processes involved in both design and 
production. Whilst this doesn’t cover 
metal type production, or the composing 
machines involved, in as much detail 
as earlier books, it does describe this 
clearly, and shows how the later processes 
superseded it.
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The vast majority of 
practical books on 
composing and printing 
letterpress were written 
with apprentices in mind

BOOKS FOR THE 
LETTERPRESS BEGINNER 



Membership matters

For some time now all members, as their membership 
renewal date approaches, have been sent first a ‘blue’ 
and then a ‘red’ renewal notice. Many heed these 
reminders and send their subscription in good time.
There are still some, though, who either forget or leave 
it to the last few days of the month to renew. I have 
described the way in which renewals are processed in 
previous issues of Small Printer and I shall not repeat it 
here; suffice it to say that if your payment has not been 
received by the date on which the mailing labels are 
prepared then you will not receive a magazine at the 
usual time, although in normal circumstances one will 
be posted to you some time later.

However, these are not ‘normal’ times. Both the 
March and April magazines were published and 
distributed earlier than usual, because of preparations 
surrounding the Convention that was to have taken 
place last month. We are also going through a time 
of unprecedented disruption caused by the current 
pandemic, which in one way or another affects all of us.

It is possible that you may not have received a 
magazine when you were expecting one. Should this 
be so, then please contact me and I shall do my best to 
send you whatever is missing. Before I leave the subject 
of membership renewal, a word of reassurance – no 
matter how early you renew, your membership will be 
extended by a year; so by renewing early you will not 
lose anything. Chris Green (7614)
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LETTERS

Covid 19 printing

While we are all in lockdown, perhaps this is the time to 
re-think how we can try out some new ideas connected 
with the machines. My wife Jean has printed another 
of my lino cuts as a two colour on the Adana Eight-Five. 
This is achieved by removing the ratchet from behind 
the ink disk and then you can ink two or more colours 
using a small roller. If you have more than one small 
roller, all the better, otherwise you will need to slightly 
over-ink each colour so when you clean the roller 
between each colour, they do not dry out.

Further to working with the Adana, I believe the 
same idea could be a possibility on the TP48. This 
machine has a small oscillating roller, which could be 
removed, so the two inking rollers then spread the 
ink(s) in straight lines around the main ink drum.

I must mention at this point that I am a bookbinder 
(retired) by trade and not a printer, so any ideas I come 
up with are just that, something which may or may not 
be possible in reality. Ron Watson (6955)

THERE WILL ANOTHER SELECTION OF YOUR 
LOCKDOWN PICTURES IN NEXT MONTH’S SMALL PRINTER

Lindsay Fulton

Pete Gibbons 
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LOCKDOWN A LOOK AT WHAT MEMBERS HAVE BEEN DOING SINCE THE LOCKDOWN 
SEND YOUR LOCKDOWN PICTURES TO SPDESIGN@BPSNET.ORG.UK

Dominic Hartley

Len Friend Steph Mastoris & his Albion

Jean Watson...

...and Ron



T his was the first Print Fair to be held at the 
Nottingham Contemporary and it was touch 
and go whether it would be cancelled due 

to the Coronavirus outbreak. It turned out to be 
the last event before the gallery closed for the 
duration. The highlight of the Fair for me was the 
presence of Leicester Print Workshop, who had 
two Adana Eight-Fives set up for people to have a 
go under the guidance of Lizzie Meakin and Katy 
Goodrich (pictured). I had a chat with them and 
will definitely by paying the Workshop a visit when 
life returns to normal. The Print Fair described 
itself as ‘celebrating all things print’ and urged 
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SHOWS LINDSAY FULTON (10943)

Nottingham Print Fair us to shop a variety of illustrations, artworks, 
textiles, zines, paper art and more. There were 
around 30 stalls of independent artists, design-
ers, collectives and galleries from across the UK 
but I confess I had hoped to find more in the way 
of letterpress demonstrations and equipment 
for sale. I had expected to come away with some 
actual printing materials, perhaps some wooden 
type, a block of quality paper or a even some 
linocut tiles. It was not that kind of fair though. 
The stalls displayed lovely cards, posters, maps, 
books and tote bags and I have been inspired by 
a couple of the items on offer, but I was not in the 
market to buy anybody else’s printed matter so 
left empty handed!

Membership renewals Currently £30 for UK, £45 for Overseas, or 
£30 Overseas Online only, and notifications of change of personal or 
contact details should be sent to the Membership Secretary: 
Chris Green, Noddyshall, Rockshaw Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB 
Please make cheques payable to the ‘British Printing Society’.

New Members
10977 ......... Simon Ash ....................... Norwich
Change of details
Alan Kelly [10211] has moved from Belvedere to Sidcup.



Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every effort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specified issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% discount 
and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
Cheques payable to ‘British Printing Society’ and material should be sent as follows or contact the 
Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.
Line Advertisements should be sent to both the Editor and the Designer by the 10th of the month prior to 
publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

All Letterpress Bought, Sold & Sourced

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search
urbanfox.letterpress and see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection.

I've worked with many BPS members in the past and
always ensure everything goes on to be used again
as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎
Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


