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This month I am taking a look at the past 
and a look at the future of printing. 

Digital Print has seen huge growth 
in the last twenty years. The global digital 
print market is forecast to reach £171 
billion by 2029, up from £78 billion back in 
2014 when growth really began to take off. 
The takeover of digital from litho printing 
still hasn’t happened though. The latest 
litho presses are designed with incredible 
levels of automation, take a look at 
www.heidelberg.com and watch the video 
of three jobs being produced in 10 minutes. 
This includes plate changes, make ready 
and print! I am not sure there is a great 
deal of job satisfaction in operating a press 
like this though, the robots are taking over. 
Most of the operations once carried out by 
the printer are now automated which has 
resulted in lower production costs which 
has maintained the competitiveness of 
litho, leaving the printer with little to do in 
the way of skilled work.

Moving to the past, and updating an 
editorial from last year, The John Jarrold 
Printing Museum is set to relocate to a 
medieval church in Norwich after the 
closure of its existing site at St. James’ Mill 
in Whitefriars in October. The museum 
is scheduled to be open this summer at 
St. Peter Parmentergate Church in King 
Street, Norwich. Printing returning to the 
church seems quite apt. 

Looked after by Norwich Historic 
Churches Trust, the church is currently 
vacant. As well as featuring machinery 
and artefacts from the museum’s current 
display, the new location will also have the 
scope to offer visitors courses in printing, 
book binding and letterpress techniques. 
Keep an eye on their website if you are 
interested in visiting.

Also looking back to the past, the 
‘Lightboxes and Lettering’ show is 

currently open in London. Authentic 
printing presses from years past are being 
installed as part of an exhibition telling 
story of east London’s print industry over 
the past 100 years.

The show being put on by Bow Arts also 
has historic photographs of iconic shop 
fronts, factory floors and machinery with 
workers’ memories told through oral 
histories.

‘Lightboxes and Lettering’ is at Bow Arts’ 
Nunnery Gallery, opposite Bow Church, 
from January 17th to March 29th 2020 
for those with enthusiasm for print, local 
history, photography and the changing face 
of the East End. Sounds like a good day out.

Finally, back to the future. Driven by 
Katherine Anteney, the BPS has produced 
a leaflet extolling the virtues of our society 
with a view to recruiting new members. 
You should have received a copy in with 
this magazine. These are going out to all 
the branches shortly and also to settings 
across the UK where letterpress courses 
are taught. If you are able to display leaflets 
anywhere please contact Katherine at 
publicity@bpsnet.org.uk. Any help in 
spreading the word would be appreciated. 
Keep printing!

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)
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COLLECTIONS MIKE EDWARDS (10374)
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A FEW OF YOUR 
FAVOURITE THINGS
These illustrations show two of the Saltire Society’s 
chapbooks from a series  which began in 1940. The 
first is The Marriage of Robin Redbreast and the 
Wren published in 1945 and the second shows 
The Fause Knicht and Other Fancies, published in 
1950. Both chapbooks were designed and illustrated 
by the well known wood engraver, Joan Hassall.  

During the 1940s the Saltire Society had the idea 
of publishing a series of chapbooks using popular 
Scottish stories and poems.

The small size of the chapbooks meant that 
they were affordable and got around some of the 
problems of wartime materials shortages.  The 

Marriage of Robin Redbreast and the Wren was even 
promoted as a good idea for a Christmas present.

Joan Hassall was living and working in Edinburgh 
at the time and was asked to take part in the design 
of the booklets. She chose the typefaces used (often 
Scotch Roman) and her delicate illustrations suit the 
small scale of the work and the decorative Monotype 
borders used on the covers very well indeed.

Having mentioned Joan Hassall’s part in the 
production of these chapbooks, please take the time, 
should you come across one of these little gems, to 
read the stories and verses as well, even if, like me, 
you’re not acquainted with Scottish literature.  My 
favourite is Whuppity Stoorie, which is bears a very 
strong resemblance to the fairy tale,  Rumplstiltskin.

Why not share your ‘Favourite Things’  through the 
pages of Small Printer. We’d love to hear from you! 
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Where to begin? Probably discovering 
I am dyslexic. School was difficult: 
when sitting the eleven plus exami-

nation it helps if you can read the questions. 
My school days were spent in a low grade 
class where I learnt very little.

After the birth of our first child, it 
became obvious that I needed a hobby. Ron 
(my husband) suggested letterpress print-
ing, he had touched on the subject during 
his bookbinding apprenticeship. 

Early 1970 I used my maternity grant to 
buy an Adana Eight-Five and a starter kit 
from Adana in Grays Inn Road, London. It 
cost £45.00 and included a book entitled 
Beginners Guide to Printing. Ron read the 
book and helped me on my way. With my 
type, spacing material, composing stick and 
a very well thumbed dictionary I was ready 
to embark on my new hobby.

Building words one letter at a time 
then the words into sentences slowly and 
carefully into my composing stick helped 
a huge amount to improve my reading and 
spelling. I was soon printing letterheads, 
business cards, dance tickets etc.

In 1972 I saw an advert to join the British 
Printing Society in Exchange and Mart, 
I answered the ad and joined the society 
on 4th April of that year. In no time at all I 
was contacted by Bernard Rosen asking if 
I would like to join the Sussex Branch and 
invited me to their forthcoming branch 
meeting in Seaford. I learned so much at 
these meetings, if there was anything I 
needed to know Bernard would have the 
answer.

Soon after joining the branch I volun-
teered for the position of branch treasurer, 
and a few years later branch secretary. 
During this time I printed the branch 

newsletters on my Adana Eight-Five and 
received the ‘Lady’s Award’ for my efforts.  

In the 1980s I was society mailer, quite a 
formidable task with lots of bundle items 
to insert and a membership of 1700. Next I 
took on the role of Society Secretary, it was 
a difficult job and Ron helped me a great 
deal. My letter writing skills left a lot to be 
desired to say the least and I still struggle to 
this day as I’m certain many members will 
have noticed.

We moved house in 1983 and I was con-
tacted by a Dorset Branch member asking if 
I would help relaunch the defunct branch. 
Ron and I contacted all members living in 
Dorset and soon started the branch with 
fifteen members. We are still going strong 
with fourteen members and what a great 
bunch of enthusiasts we are.

During 2014 I was asked to consider 
taking the position of Society President 
which I did. It was a great honour for me 
to lead the society I had been a member of 
for forty-two years. I was president for four 
years before handing over the reins to Paul 
Hatcher.

In 2010 I joined the Publishing Group, 
why I left it so late I don’t know. On alter-
nate  months we receive items printed by 
other members of the group. We all print 
to the best of our ability, some are brilliant, 
others including myself are more basic. It’s  
a delight receiving printed items from the 
‘Print Gang’.

Now I’m Dorset Branch treasurer and 
Publishing Group mailer. I can read albeit 
slower than most, my spelling is average or 
above, and I still very much enjoy being cre-
ative with print.

My thanks to printing and the British 
Printing Society.

PROFILE JEAN WATSON (3712)

What has printing & the BPS done for me?



2020 CONVENTION

I hope that you will be aware that in April 
the Society will be holding its annual 
Convention in Reading – perhaps you 

have already booked your place. If not, then 
there are still a couple of weeks but rooms 
are filling up and we must have the final 
numbers by the end of this month.

Previous articles during the year have 
explained why Surrey & Sussex Branch 
has chosen Reading as a venue. One of the 
reasons is the relatively easy accessibility 
by various modes of transport: Reading 
is conveniently situated on the M4 
motorway; it has a large railway station 
(see last month’s Bundle item for a few 
more details about this); the Kennet & 
Avon canal passes through the centre of 
the town; and it is only twenty miles or so 
from the largest international airport in 
the country. Given another couple of years 

(at the present rate) it would also have a 
high-speed rail link direct to London’s 
West End and the City, and stretching 
onwards as far as Essex.

The article in last month’s magazine 
(page 6) intimated that, for the first time 
in several years, an Auction would be 
held following the Trade Show. This has 
traditionally been an entertaining part 
of the Convention and will be run, as on 
many previous occasions, by Jean Watson.

Next month I shall be writing to all 
those who have booked for the weekend 
with further details. The Convention is 
an excellent opportunity to renew old 
friendships and to make new ones and, 
just possibly, to learn something further 
about printing. I hope to see you at 
Reading.
Chris Green (7614)

SUSSEX CUP: Everyone – whether attending the Convention or not – is invited to send in an entry for the Sussex Cup. Just 80 copies 
are required, and if you are not planning to attend the Convention they should be sent to the Vice-President (see the inside front 
cover for details) to arrive no later than Thursday 9 April – that is, Maundy Thursday. If you will be joining us at Reading then please 
bring your entry with you, although you are welcome to post it in advance if you wish. The recipient of the Sussex Cup – indeed, 
of all the Society awards – will be announced at the Saturday evening Banquet and published in the magazine later in the year.
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WHY READING?
CHRIS TELLS US HOW & WHY WE SHOULD GET TO THE CONVENTION



17th February  7:30pm
Shropshire Branch
Red Barn, Shrewsbury  
19th February
Dorset Branch
Stratton Village Hall
29th February
Essex Branch Annual Lunch & AGM
The Grange, Boreham CM3 3HJ 
Contact Len Friend for more details
PG Deadline: 15th March

18th March
Dorset Branch
Stratton Village Hall

22nd April
Dorset Branch
Stratton Village Hall
PG Deadline: 15th May

17th May  11.00am - 4.00pm
St Bride Annual Wayzgoose
14 Bride Lane, Fleet Street EC4Y 8EQ

DIARY OF EVENTS BRANCH REPORT

Branch meetings are open to all Society members. 
Anyone who plans to attend a meeting who is not a 
member of the Branch concerned should check with 
the Branch Secretary in case details have changed.
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Reading Convention
17th-19th April 2020
Holiday Inn, Reading South
Info: convention2020@bpsnet.org.uk

NO INTEREST WHATSOEVER
Due to lack of interest (none whatsoever) the Hand Platen competition has been cancelled. Our thanks go to the judges: 
Roy Caslon, Bob Richardson and Jean Watson for offering their time and to Alan Brignull for kindly donating the prizes.

Shropshire Branch

A well attended meeting at our usual pub, 
The Red Barn in Shrewsbury, got off to 
a good start as we returned to our usual 
corner. On our previous visit our reserved 
space had been usurped by a bunch of 
train spotters. This time I emphasised that 
we were a group of printers and it turned 
out that the barman had run his school 
press in Newcastle some fifty years ago. I 
have invited him to join us and I think our 
corner is now safe. 

The branch Rosen award entries were 
then distributed so that each contributor 
had a set and we could all see what the 
entry looked like. Discussion turned to 
printing courses, not all of them happy 
experiences, but there was praise for 
those run by Dulcie Fulton in the south of 
the county. Following floods and a close 
encounter with the local drainage system, 
she had to leave her Ludlow printshop and 
is now established just over the border at 
Brampton Bryan. For an extra meeting in 
December, eight of us turned up on one of 
her open days and admired her new set up. 
A fuller meeting there is planned for the 
end of March. 

Finally, many members will remem-
ber Brian Russell our ex chairman who 
supplied printing blocks and regularly at-
tended conventions. He is hoping to come 
to some of our meetings as a guest, and 
maybe a renewed member. 

Remember, we usually meet on the third 
Monday of the month and all are welcome.
Peter Criddle (6562)



IT STARTED WITH AN ADANA (II)

My schoolboy printing days were over and 
at the grand age of 16 (and one month) I 
began my five year apprenticeship as a Li-

thographer at packaging printer, Vernon Packaging 
in Northampton. It was August 7th 1972 and I was 
paid the princely some of £7.33 a week.

It was a purpose built quite new factory and was 
laid out very efficiently. There were many different 
departments as is required by a packaging printer. 
A large warehouse housed all the packaging board, 
in rooms upstairs there was an artwork depart-
ment, platemaking and die making. On the factory 
floor there was the printing department, cutting 
and creasing, breaking out, glueing and window 
patching.

The printing department included no less than 
nine litho presses and two letterpress platens. Litho 
was starting to take over from letterpress, when I 
started at college there were about even numbers 
of litho and letterpress apprentices (including com-
positors and keyboard operators). Five years later 
there was only one letterpress apprentice left.

My first six months was spent in the platemak-
ing department, I didn’t get near a press! The first 
two weeks I was eased in gently by working with 
a man whose job was to check and prepare previ-
ously used plates for upcoming jobs. This involved 
retrieving them from the plate library, checking, 
washing, inking them in and gumming them up with 
gum arabic solution and requesting a new plate if 
they were not OK. I found this interesting for about 
two days and then realised this was one of the most 
boring jobs in the factory.

The platemaking department was definitely more 
interesting and there were some great characters 
that worked there and as the new apprentice, I was 
the subject of a lot of their jokes.

There was a darkroom that had a massive 

camera in it that was used to shoot artwork and 
make film from. The darkroom was covered with 
pictures of scantily clad women taken from maga-
zines that a sheltered country boy like me had never 
encountered. This was OK in an all male environ-
ment and an education for me, but I remember 
a visit from a female customer who was visibly 
shocked when being shown around. The sales rep 
who was with her switched the light on in the dark-
room to show her the equipment but very quickly 
turned it off again. 

The darkroom had a red light outside the door 
which was lit when film was being developed and of 
course, this meant the door should not be opened. 
The camera operator would often put it on when 
work was a little slow and disappear in there for a 
quick nap.

Today litho plates are exposed by lasers on a 
platesetting machine and developed automatically 
and can be made in a few minutes without any 
human intervention, other than loading the plates. 
In 1972, the artwork was on a flat board, it was shot 
on the camera and film hand developed to produce 
a negative. It was exposed again in a contact frame 

PROFILE TIM VERNON (10772)

THE EDITOR, TIM VERNON, CONTINUES HIS STORY OF A LIFE IN PRINT
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to produce a positive film. After ‘spotting out’, a 
process that involved painting an opaque liquid on 
to any spots in the black image caused by dust par-
ticles, the film went to the platemaker.

We made ‘deep etch’ litho plates. The first pro-
cess was to take the plate and coat it with a light 
sensitive coating which was done in a whirler. My 
job initially was to clean it our every morning but 
eventually I was taught the art of getting an even 
coating across the plate. The whirler had a flat bed 
to which the plate was attached, the coating was 
in a teapot with stocking hose over the spout as a 
filter, yes this was high tech stuff! The whirler was 
set running and the bed spun round. The coating 
was poured in the centre until centrifugal force 
took its course and the plate was covered. The lid 
of the whirler was carefully closed and the heater 
put on and about ten minutes later a dry plate with 
a perfect coating was ready for exposure. Well, 
not always. Bits of dried coating within the whirler 
tended to fall on the plate occasionally and the coat-
ing would have to be washed off with water and the 
process repeated. 

Once coated, the plate was ready to be exposed 
to the film. This could involve several exposures 
depending on how many cartons were to be printed 
on a sheet. The film had to be placed extremely 
accurately on the plate using a grid and taped down. 
If other exposures were required that area had to 
be covered with pieces of opaque paper. We used an 
eye glass or ‘linen tester’ to make sure the register 
marks were exactly where they should be. My big-
gest mistake as an apprentice was when I stupidly 
left a linen tester in the exposure frame. This par-
ticular frame was closed by pressing a button and 
the glass would come down automatically. When 
the glass encountered the linen tester, the glass lost 
and cracked, making a loud noise. It took a long time 
for me to live that one down, although the foreman 
of the platemaking department measured up the 
pieces to see if he could make a fish tank from them!

Once exposed the plate then had to be ‘pro-
cessed’ which involved several separate stages. 
Developing, applying a lacquer (which was the 

image base), washing off the unused coating, inking 
in the plate and gumming up. Applying the pink 
lacquer was the most difficult as it dried almost 
instantly and if there was a smear in it, it had to be 
cleaned off with MEK (methyl ethyl ketone) and done 
again. MEK was eventually banned as it was found 
to be carcinogenic. It certainly cleared your nostrils 
out and there was no safety equipment in those 
days. The inking in process (with a black non-drying 
ink) would be the ultimate test of the quality of the 
image and once gummed up, the plate was ready for 
the press.

The whole process would take at least an hour 
even if there was only one exposure and up to two 
hours with a more difficult plate. Previously used 
plates often wore out on press and sometimes new 
ones had a fault and had to be re-made, the press 
was stopped while this took place and downtime 
was costly.

I practised the art with bits of plates and old film 
and eventually after six months I had a reasonable 
grasp of platemaking and was ready for the press-
room – a place where I had to grow up very quickly 
but more of that to come!
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Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Council of the British Printing Society 
held on Saturday 27th April 2019, from 10.15am at The White Hart, Hook

This is an edited version of the minutes. If you would like to know 
the wording in the full minutes, or would like an explanation of 
the Executive Council (EC) deliberations or policy, please apply in 
writing to the President, Paul Hatcher. 
Present: Paul Hatcher, President; Libby Green, Vice-President; Peter 
Salisbury, Secretary; Liz Kirby, Councillor; Ron Watson, Councillor.
The President welcomed everyone to the meeting especially Liz 
Kirby who was elected to the EC at the AGM earlier in the month. 
The President said that he would write to Roderic Findlay (as he 
had stood down at the AGM) thanking him for his time on the EC.
Apologies for absence had been received from Robin Munday, 
Treasurer and Win Armand Smith, PG Councillor. 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 26th January and 5th April 
2019 were agreed and signed by the President and the draft AGM 
Minutes were approved for members to agree at the 2020 AGM.
At the Convention during the ‘Meet the President’ discussion, it 
was mentioned that Richard Patterson had offered to take on the 
role of Mailer and this was approved by the EC. He was thanked 
for his kind offer
The Vice-President reported on Branches. She had contacted a 
member in the North West without any response. It was suggested 
that Libby should ask her to write an article for Small printer about 
the possibility of forming a Wales and North West branch.
The Vice-President had been in touch with Tim Vernon about forming 
a Central Midlands branch and is assisting him in progressing this.
The revision of the Rules was discussed and key dates and count-
ing details fixed. The new Handbook (including Rules) would be 
included in the August Small Printer and deadline for returning 
the papers 1st September 2019.
The Rosen Award had been discussed at the Convention with fa-
vourable comments. It was agreed to that the judging should be 

done by branches, rather than Colin Angior and Ron Prosser who 
would continue to review entries in Small Printer.
The stock of our Publicity leaflet was running low and the Publicity 
Officer was asked to update this.
It was also agreed that there should be a new email address 
‘letters@bpsnet.org.uk’ for letters to the Editor. 
In his absence, the Treasurer had sent a written report. He had 
balanced accounts up to 31st March 2019 and they would be sent 
to the examiner shortly. 
At the Convention the leaflet Show of Hands had been available and 
it was felt that the Society should have a support fund whereby we 
could pay to publicise the Society even if we are not necessarily 
participating in that event. A donation of £100 to the Show of Hands 
was agreed and going forward we agreed to treat each request on 
a case by case basis provided it represented the aims of the Society.
On the subject of Conventions, the Secretary had not yet received 
the final accounts from the Lincolnshire and District Branch. The 
Branch was thanked for arranging an excellent weekend for the 
2019 Convention.
Since the last EC meeting the Surrey & Sussex Branch had offered to 
run the 2020 Convention with the help of members of Maidenhead 
and Dorset Branches. The planned venue being the Holiday Inn, 
Reading South, with the event to be held from 17th -19 April 2020. 
The EC thanked the Surrey & Sussex Branch for taking this on.
Ron then passed round a ‘Convention Topics’ sheet with a list of tasks 
as information. The date of future meetings were set as Saturday 
27th July 2019 and Saturday 26th October 2019, both starting at 
10.15am, at The White Hart Hotel, Hook
If any member has something that they would like to EC to discuss 
they should contact the Secretary in good time before the next 
EC meeting.
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I found these tiny books in my local Oxfam shop 
recently and bought all four for £3.50! They 
are published by Siegle, Hill & Co, 2 Langham 

Place, London, W. Handwritten in the front of 
three of them is the date they were actually 
printed – 17 June 1911, 29 June 1911 and 21 May 
1912. Each one is 60mm x 90mm and they have 
a bit of a homemade feel to the way they are 
covered. Three of them have their title and a 
number pasted onto the spine. The numbers are 
135, 167 and 204. One of them has a section which 
has been accidentally duplicated, so you get the 
title page and the first 16 pages, then the title 
page is repeated and the book starts from the 
beginning again. I wonder if they may be proof 
copies? They have inspired me to print a tiny book 
myself, but the project is in the very early stages.
Lindsay Fulton 10943

LETTERS
OXFAM INSPIRATION 

R eading the editorial in the January issue of 
Small Printer, brings back memories of my 
time in the printing industry over a period of 

fifty years, as a bookbinder / print finisher.
The question of apprenticeships has always been 

a bone of contention. I served a five-year appren-
ticeship as a hand bookbinder back in the sixties. I 
then worked for several companies in the mass pro-
duction side of the industry, each company allowing 
me to gain experience in every form of binding, also 
the various forms of printing.

During the following years, it became obvious that 
apprenticeships were undergoing changes, which 
were not necessarily for the better. There was a 
reluctance to let the apprentices time off for attend-
ing the colleges offering training, which meant the 
colleges started to close as the numbers dwindled.

Then came the NVQ’s, what a waste of time these 
turned out to be. During this time, I was involved in 
assessing young people in their teens and trying to 
place them in the various areas of the industry.

The NVQ system was primarily designed to allow 

anyone to be trained on a machine. This would end 
up with the person being able to start a machine, 
keep it running and stop at the end of the job. What 
the system did not bother with was how to deal with 
any problems that arose during the run. This ended 
up with machinery manufacturers adding more 
automation, which prevented operator intervention 
and therefore less training was required. In effect 
de-skilling.

The current NVQ system will hopefully have 
improved, but seeing the level of automation now 
provided, I am not so sure things have improved.

My last few years before retiring, was as an expe-
rience operator responsible for training people how 
to operate large machinery. It became clear that 
there was no aptitude or interest in anything other 
than going to the smoking area, texting and making 
mobile phone calls. The fact that the machine had 
to stop to allow for these activities and a team of 
people might be involved, did not mean very much. 
What has happened to discipline in the workplace. 
Ron Watson (6955)
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PRINT SHOWS

T he year 2020 will see two very different 
print shows taking place. The biggest will 
be DRUPA, taking place from 16th to 26th 

June 2020. This takes place in Dusseldorf. If you 
are in the print business, then this will provide the 
opportunity to see those large pieces of equipment 
that companies are installing to keep up with the 
increased productivity and quality demanded by 
the customer. There does not appear to be any 
question now that digital is matching the quality of 
litho, it just comes down to delivery times. There are 
more litho machines now that have incorporated 
digital units onto existing machinery, or have been 
completely re-designed as a new concept machine.

In the finishing area, these machines do not 
resemble those that I used to operate, in that they 
are almost all computer controlled from start to 
finish. The only decision to make is whether they are 
online or off-line to the printing operation.

A smaller but equally important show is The 
Print Show, because it takes place in England at the 
NEC Birmingham, from the 27th to 29th September 
2020. In case you have not realised the significance 
of the dates, it starts on a Sunday for the first time. 
This is the most important innovation since IPEX. 
Running the three day show across a weekend, 
even for just one day, opens-up the possibility of 
encouraging more people to see what print can 
offer and allowing print workers to get to the 
show without disrupting the business. While the 
larger more well known manufacturers may not 
have a presence, there will be some of the latest 
technology on show.

If any of the BPS members want to see some 
of the latest equipment and techniques that are 
available, then this show is a must.

Having missed the 2019 show, I will certainly 
attend this one. Ron Watson (6955)

H O T F O I L  U K
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EBAY CHRIS DANIELLS (5734)

from being able to buy from you, and you can 
of course report buyers to ebay, just as buyers 
can report sellers. There is also the ‘feedback’ 
system, which works well, well certainly for 
buyers it does, as you can read what other 
people think of the person you are about to 
deal with, rather like Trustpilot. There are of 
course always people around who will misuse 
these tools, but if you look at the broader 
picture, you can generally sort the good from 
the bad.

So, now you’ve decided to ‘take a look,’ 
where is everything? Probably the best word 
to search with will be “Letterpress,’ not every-
thing will be under this, especially if you are 
looking for an ABDick, but if you search under 
‘printing or printers’ you’ll either be looking 
at a list of around 32 million items, or 29,000 
mostly inkjet or laser printers, so you need to 
whittle it down a bit, unless you have a lot of 
spare time on your hands! You can of course 
cut to the chase, and type in exactly what you 
are looking for, and that’s the ‘great thing’ with 
search engines, if there’s one there, it will find 
it for you. So enter ‘Motorised Adana Eight-
Five’ and there it is, well at least it would be, if 
someone hasn’t purchased it! 

Did I tell you this, you can look for ‘sold’ 
items too, just go to the side menu, and click 
on ‘sold items’ then you can see what people 
are actually paying for items, rather than 
some of the dreamy sums people are asking 
for. These prices show up in green, and you 
can also see the items that did not sell, so if 
you wanted to, you could email the seller and 
ask them to re-list it, providing of course that 
they haven’t already done so, Don’t worry, 
there’s more to follow, much, much more! 

So we have established that there is a 
letterpress following on Ebay, which 
doesn’t seem to exist on other perhaps, 

rival sites, such as Etsy, which seems to be 
mainly things you make, eBid, which for letter-
press, seems to come up with mainly postage 
stamps, and Facebook, which of course is 
‘social media’ but does now handle quite a few 
sales of letterpress items, but seems to work 
better locally, than at a distance, due to the 
way the sales are being handled.

The big problem of course, is if you are 
going to be sending money to someone, for an 
internet purchase, you need to be able to trust 
not only the seller, but the company handling 
the sale.

Now right from the off, Ebay have taken 
care of this for you, with their sister company, 
Paypal, which handles the payment side of the 
transaction. So you will have a Paypal account 
if you are a seller, and when someone makes 
a purchase from you, this is where the money 
goes. The service is not free, for the seller at 
least, but it is for the buyer, who does not need 
an account, but can in fact make a ‘casual 
purchase’. If anything should go wrong, ie. 
The item doesn’t arrive, or is not as described, 
or is incorrect or broken, the buyer has only 
to inform Ebay, who will put a ‘hold’ over 
the payment, until the matter is (speedily) 
resolved. As you can see, this is loaded in the 
buyer’s favour, and that is because, without 
buyers, Ebay simply would not work. On Ebay, 
the buyer is King! So what of the seller? The 
sellers main redress is that they can ‘block’ 
buyers.

So if you feel aggrieved that your buyer has 
in anyway ‘misbehaved’ you can stop them 

BUYING & SELLING ON EBAY 
WITHOUT BUYERS, EBAY SIMPLY WOULD NOT WORK



Bristol
Ian Knight
t 01179 854944 e bristol@bpsnet.org.uk 
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
07813 010340 e dorset@bpsnet.org.uk
Essex
Margaret Rookes
t 01245 611484 e essex@bpsnet.org.uk
Lincolnshire & District
Mike Edwards
t 01733 562867 e lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk
London
Matt McKenzie
t 07836 785505 e london@bpsnet.org.uk
Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
t 01189 666124 e maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk
Overseas
Kevin Thorp
t 00 353 1 8438346 e overseas@bpsnet.org.uk
Scotland
John Easson
t 01828 628001 e scotland@bpsnet.org.uk
Shropshire
Peter Criddle
t 01743 350208 e shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk
Solent Branch
Elizabeth Kirby
t 01980 863143 e solent@bpsnet.org.uk
South Wales
Dominic Hartley
t 07970 722029 e swales@bpsnet.org.uk
Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
t 01737 644145 e surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

BRANCH SECRETARIESNEW SOCIETY MEMBERS

Membership renewals Currently £30 for UK, £45 for 
Overseas, or £30 Overseas Online only, and notifications 
of change of any personal or contact details should be sent 
to the Membership Secretary: Chris Green, Noddyshall, 
Rockshaw Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB Please 
make cheques payable to the ‘British Printing Society’.

Reading Convention
17th-19th April 2020
Holiday Inn, Reading South
Info: convention2020@bpsnet.org.uk

Members may view and download further 
interesting content on our website by 
registering at www.bpsnet.org.uk. 
Registration provides access to the 
‘Members Only Area’ which is available 
 to all members.

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE!

10969 Ms Moira de Lavenu
Pickering exlibrisart@hotmail.com
10970 Mr Jonathan Checkley
Kings Langley jon@checkley.co.uk
10971 Mr Dom McMinn
Caterham dmmcmin@gmail.com
10972 Heather Dewick
Sheffield heatherdewick@yahoo.com
10973 Mrs Vega Brennan
Carlisle vega@lindenprintstudio.co.uk
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1/4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1/2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every effort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specified issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% discount 
and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
Cheques payable to ‘British Printing Society’ and material should be sent as follows or contact the 
Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.
Line Advertisements should be sent to both the Editor and the Designer by the 10th of the month prior to 
publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

All Letterpress Bought, Sold & Sourced

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search
urbanfox.letterpress and see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection.

I've worked with many BPS members in the past and
always ensure everything goes on to be used again
as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎
Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 
typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 
laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 
materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 
platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk
+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 
letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 
prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 
plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com


