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IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE
First of all I would like to wish all our members 

a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for a 
return to normality in 2021. I am sure many of 

you are busy printing your Christmas cards, menus 
and other festive material. Printing and specifi cally 
personalised printing has become big business since 
the advent of digital print. You can get your photos, 
name, message printed on almost anything these 
days and has been one of the few areas of continued 
growth in recent years. 

As print enthusiasts, we are well placed and 
hopefully well equipped to produce our own bespoke 
printing, indeed le� erpress lends itself to this. It 
reminds me of when I was fi rst given a press one 
summer when I was 15. As Christmas approached and 
after working out how my Adana worked, I planned 
to print a menu and place cards for Christmas dinner. 
I inherited the press and type from my grandfather 
who had a greengrocers shop and there was a stan-
dard Adana block with fruit depicted which I used. 
Menus were produced in two colours, red and black 
and place cards in black only. I only had two tubes of 
ink! I am not sure the quality was that great but my 
family thought it a novel idea and it was a big hit. Since 
then, printing has given me a lot of pleasure and a 
career with many experiences and many stories. My 
only regret is that I didn’t save a copy of my menu from 
Christmas 1971.

Printing, as an industry, has changed at an alarming 
rate since I fi rst discovered it and no doubt this will 
continue. Sadly the craft has all but disappeared from 
the vast majority of printing companies today but 
creativity still abounds. As BPS members we have a 
mixture of professionals and amateurs who enjoy the 
craftsmanship and creativity of what we produce and 
I am sure this will continue to keep us amused and 
satisfi ed whilst the mainstream industry changes at 
whirlwind speed.

The big news this month is that Small Printer will 
be changing, and I believe for the be� er. Please go 
to page 214 to read the announcement and details 
of what will be happening in the New Year and 
remember…

Keep printing! 

FROM THE EDITOR TIM VERNON (10772)
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Cover Image: A Nativity scene as illu� rated 
in the December 1989 issue of Small Printer.
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FOCUS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR WORK FEATURED IN SMALL PRINTER?
THEN WHY NOT SEND IT IN TO BE FEATURED ON OUR FOCUS PAGE
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Granjon Flowers : Lockdown Lock-ups
By Samantha King (10687)

The eels had what can only be described as a stub-
bornly fallow lockdown. As the main months of 
restrictions took hold the eels that are red found 
themselves bereft of creativity, unable to budge 
themselves to venture into the print shop, ink up a 
roller, wallow in pa� ern, shape Japanese papers into 
handfuls of wonder… they could not plan, they would 
not make, they ground to a halt. Their day job in 
Libraryland became their focus, working from home 
sucked all their energy & shielding their partner in 
crime became their all consuming mission.   

The pages of what later became this tiny book 
were printed during lockdown in early May 2020. 
They were not printed as pages of a book… they 

were printed for the pure joy of pa� ern, ornament, 
delicate paper & fresh lead on the press. Between 
May & August they sat in the print shop, abandoned 
& without purpose. For the eels lockdown remained 
obdurately dormant, the prints refusing to reignite 
the creative juices of the red ones… it was only as 
lockdown was eased & the country began to shift 
out of their houses & a welcome return to physical 
Libraryland beckoned… that the eels rediscovered 
their mojo.

In a rush of activity the prints found themselves 
being formed into a mini book, something that exor-
cised some of the weirdness of 2020, in the only way 
the eels know how… pa� ern, pa� ern & more pa� ern.

This burst of creativity has not slipped away & as 
we enter Lockdown #2 the eels are busy plo� ing a 
book of Bethel & working on another mini book, this 
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SOCIETY AWARDS
Coles Award
The award is open to any young person under the 
age of 18 on the date of sending the submission 
to the Secretary. They need not be a member 
of the Society. They should submit ten copies of 
each of four diff erent printing specimens that 
have been their own work. Adults may only off er 
supervision and should submit details of how the 
work was carried out. The submission should 
include the name and address of the young 
person and their date of birth.

The winning entry will receive a shield to 
hold onto for twelve months, along with £60 of 
vouchers (kindly donated by Lyme Bay Press) 
to spend on equipment. All entries should be 
sent to the Society’s Secretary to arrive by 31st 
December 2020. The judging will be undertaken 
by the Executive Council at its fi rst meeting of 
2021.

Rosen Award
Due to the Coronavirus the Executive Council has 
decided not to run the competition this year so 
the deadline will be during January 2022.

SOCIETY ELECTIONS
Any eligible* member may be nominated for a 
position on the Executive Council to take offi  ce 
from the 2021 Annual General Meeting. The 
seven positions available are:

PRESIDENT,
VICE-PRESIDENT,
SECRETARY,
TREASURER and
THREE COUNCILLORS.
A Nomination must be proposed and seconded 
by two eligible* members in accordance with 
Rule 23 and sent so as to reach the Society’s 
Secretary no later than 31st December 2020

*An eligible member is any paid up member 
over 18 years old and has been a member of the 
Society for at least 12 months.

A sample Nomination Form can be downloaded 
from the website at: 
www.bpsnet.org.uk/members/election.html

213213

time celebrating the Monotype borders of Jack 
Townend… that Bingley boy who spent so much of 
1958 designing ornaments for the corporation… 
but more of that another time. 

For those who wish to partake in a batch of eel 
watching, you’ll fi nd the red ones over on Instagram 
@redeelpress... 
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As Libby says, from next year Small Printer
will be appearing once every two months. 
However, your favourite printing magazine 
will be bigger, with eight extra pages. Every 
issue will now contain at lea�  32 pages 
making it the bigge�  it’s ever been.

Your new look Small Printer will now 
be printed on new glossy paper, allowing 
us to reproduce your colour photos mu£  
more accurately (so keep sending them in!). 
§ e new paper will also allow you to easily 
open out the pages, giving you an altogether  
mu£  more comfortable read.

SMALL PRINTER
GOES BI-MONTHLY!

SMALL PRINTER LIBBY GREEN, VICE PRESIDENT

The Monthly Magazine of the British Printing Society ISSN 0037 7236 JANUARY 2019 VOL.55 NO.1

How Monotype & Stephenson Blake found themselves in a messy cow spat
ENTRIES: The Small Printer Relief Print Competition: Page 10NEW COLUMN: John Easson answers your questions: Page 16
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Avid readers of our cherished 
magazine will have noticed that 
some recent issues, whilst full of 

excellent content, have been rather thin-
ner than we might have wished – we’ve 
read them from cover to cover and been 
leª  wanting more!

§ e Executive Council has decided 
that aª er this issue Small Printer will 
become a bi-monthly magazine, � arting 
in February 2021. § is will reduce the re-
lentless pressure on the Editor/Designer 
to fi nd enough material to fi ll a magazine 
every month and should mean that every 
eagerly awaited issue will have enhanced 
content, more pages and be pa¬ ed with 
excellent articles. 

§ ere may be occasions when the 
EC needs to communicate with the 

membership between issues, in whi£  
case e-mail will be used as far as pos-
sible. We realise that not all members 
use e-mail but if you do, and in order to 
keep our po� age co� s to the minimum, 
please make sure that the Membership 
Secretary has your up-to-date address.

§ e EC, whi£  of course consi� s of 
Society members who look forward to 
receiving their magazine ea£  month 
like everyone else, realises that some 
people will be disappointed by this de-
cision but necessity has demanded it 
because of the shortage of material being 
submi� ed. Let’s all bombard the Editor 
with intere� ing articles, reports and 
pi® ures so that he is embarrassed by the 
wealth of material he has to £ oose from 
in the future! 

THE BIGGEST SMALL PRINTER EVER!
•  From the beginning of next year, Small 

Printer will be published on the fi r�  
day of February, April, June, Augu� , 
O ober and December.

•  Copy deadlines will � ay the same. § at 
means that all copy mu�  be with us by 
the 6:00pm on the 11th of the month 
prior to publication. eg. For the Feb-
ruary issue, all copy mu�  be in by 11th 
January. Copy should be sent in earlier 
than this date whenever possible.
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HISTORY ADRIAN TOWLER (10068)

Please Sir, What’s a Varityper?
‘Well, my boy – or girl – when litho printing began to 
take over from le� erpress, you needed good text to 
photograph, to make plates from. And typewriters, 
even electric ones, were a bit naff  for that.

‘So things like the IBM ‘Golfball’ and ‘daisy wheels’ 
were invented. And also the electric ‘VariTyper’. It 
looks like a big typewriter but you could change the 
typeface quickly, justify text in columns, centralise 
text, tabulate stuff . And with a carbon ribbon of 
course, you get a sharp black print.

‘The new Xerox ‘plain paper’ copiers could also 
use this to produce a good imitation of real printing. 

VariTypers, like Xerox, were American, made in 
New Jersey.

‘Anyway, most have been thrown away or stuff ed 
in a shed which is what happened to one recently 
donated to the BPS in Sussex. It’s a bit rusty in 
parts, and sort-of works. They’ve put it on eBay but 
whether anyone wants it remains to be seen. Laser 
printers and computers do the job now.

‘Of course, they also deserve a place in a 
museum’. ‘Thank you sir’.
FOOTNOTE: The VariTyper, in not-quite-working 
condition, sold on eBay for £50. It was delivered 
to the purchaser who seemed quite pleased with 
his purchase.
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The Society was originally founded on 
25 September 1944 as the Amateur 
Printers Association. Soon aªer, the 

Association commissioned a design for 
its emblem from the artist John Lewin, a 
somewhat fussy design when viewed today.

In 1948, the name of the Association 
was £anged to the International Small 
Printers Association, and the emblem was 

re-designed to incorporate the le�ers ISPA. 
An emblem blo¬ was made available to 
pur£ase.

§is redesign somewhat over-balanced 
the emblem and leª it rather clu�ered.

In 1961, the ISPA Executive Council 
decided that the Association deserved 
a new emblem and on 25 Mar£ the EC 
unanimously agreed to adopt a new circular 

FEATURE ANDREW DOLIŃSKI (4475)

OUR EMBLEM & ITS DESIGNERS
ANDEW DOLIŃSKI TRACES THE EVOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY’S LOGO

1

216
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emblem, designed by EC Councillor Ben 
Sands, the renowned printer and arti� .

§ e Association introduced the emblem 
on the cover of the Augu�  1961 edition 
of ISPANEWS. § e design was said to 
have brought the emblem ‘in line with 
current ta� e, and reje® ed the mu£  too 
small le� ering of the earlier design’. A 
new emblem blo¬  was made available to 
pur£ ase.

Surprisingly, the new emblem did 
not meet with universal approval. 
Controversially, in that same issue of 
ISPANEWS, a le� er was published from 
member W. H. Griffi  ths in whi£  he says 
‘§ e impression it gives me is that it is too 
mu£  like an Esso Petrol Pump sign. § e 
old emblem has a look of dignity and quality 
and I would prefer to continue using it.’

In re  ́ onse, a le� er was published in 
O® ober 1961 from member T. J. Ball. He 
disagreed with Mr Griffi  ths’ comments, 
saying ‘I think that Ben Sands has done 
a wonderful job and has created a more 
contemporary design than the old emblem. 

At lea�  one doesn’t have to put on one’s 
glasses to see the new one’.

A momentous decision was taken in 1964 
to rename the association to that of the 
British Printing Society, with its monthly 
magazine, ISPANEWS, becoming Small 
Printer.

In Small Printer, dated February 1965, the 
Executive Council announced details of a 
new competition. Members were asked to 
design a new emblem of the British Printing 
Society. Members were asked to send in 
drawings and sket£ es about 1µ1⁄2" square 
(or diameter), to be suitable for redu® ion 
to about 1⁄2" in size. § e be�  design would 
receive £5 goods from the type foundry, 
Stephenson, Blake & Co Ltd.

Seventy-one designs were submi� ed. 
§ ese were pa� ed on a large card, 

Fig. 1: The 48 pt British Printing Society emblem 
cut and cast by Stephenson, Blake & Co Ltd in 
1965. Fig. 2: The Amateur Printers’ Association 
(APA) Emblem. Fig. 3: The International Small 
Printers Association (ISPA) emblem.

2 3
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FEATURE ANDREW DOLIŃSKI (4475)

numbered and di  ́ layed at the 21�  Annual 
Convention held at the Royal Hotel in 
London and famously a� ended by Beatrice 
Ward (publici� , hi� orian and author) 
of the Monotype Corporation. Members 
a� ending the convention were asked to 
sele®  the designs they liked be� .

§ e winning design was announced 
in the June 1965 issue of Small Printer. 
Alongside those coming in second and third 
place, a further seven designs were printed 
together with the names of the designers.

BPS member Bob Warings’ winning 
design was said to be a linocut, and depi® s 
a re  ́ lendent ‘British Empire Lion’ 
� anding on a brayer.

Society members will in� antly see a 
similarity between this design and the 
current emblem. So what happened? Why 
did this winning design not become the 
new emblem? Why was the lion replaced 
by a gentleman printer reclining on a press 
in  ́ e® ing a ‘pull’ from his press?

§ e minutes of the BPS EC Meeting 
held on 19 June 1965 gives li� le indication 
other than revealing that they ‘all liked the 
emblem design that Bob Waring had sent 
for our consideration. We have sugge� ed 
a few modifi cations (slight ones). It is 
probably too mu£  to expe®  one hundred 
percent acceptance, but it shouldn’t 
be far short’. EC Resolution 16 � ates, 
‘§ at, subje®  to slight modifi cations, an 
emblem design submi� ed by R. G Waring 
be accepted and that a sum of 5 guineas 
be paid to him for the execution thereof, 

providing that the copyright is assigned 
by him to the President, Secretary and 
Treasurer on behalf of the Society. § at the 
emblem blo¬ s be on a 48pt body’.

§ e cover of Small Printer, dated O® ober 
1965 di  ́ lays ‘§ e New Emblem of the 
British Printing Society’. Within, a small 
article indicated that ‘slight £ anges to 
the design shown on the front cover are 
expe® ed when this is reduced to fi t a 48pt 
square blo¬ ’.

§ e well known 48pt type metal blo¬ , 
expertly engraved and ca�  by the famous 
Sheffi  eld Type Foundry of Stephenson, 
Blake & Co Ltd was fi r�  off ered for sale to 
members in Small Printer, dated February 
1966 and continued to be available until the 
la�  one was recently sold.

§ e winning design by Bob Waring 
might not have become the BPS emblem. 
§ e re  ́ lendent lion might not grace 
Small Printer, nor our rule book or indeed 
the countless blo¬ s in printshops both 
home and abroad. § ere is, however, no 
doubting that Bob Warings’ design is at the 

4

Fig. 4: The ISPA emblem designed by Ben Sands.
Fig. 5: Bob Waring’s initial emblem design.
Fig. 6: Commercial Engraving and Printing from 
1924, the source of the artwork for the current BPS 
emblem.  Fig. 7: The current BPS emblem on the front 
of  the October 1965 issue of Small Printer.
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heart of the emblem. However my� ery 
remains whether the ‘slight modifi cations’ 
demanded by the EC are indeed those of 
the hand of Bob Waring, and why were the 
modifi cations so extensive?

In the July 1989 edition of Small Printer, 
the editor, Reg Allenby wrote that he was 
informed in 1977 that the design of the 
emblem was similar to an illu� ration 
appearing in ‘an American printers’ 
handbook of 1924’ and sugge� ed that Bob 
Waring’s modifi ed design had been adapted 
from an illu� ration in that book.

§ e similarity between the American 
Illu� ration and the BPS emblem cannot 
be di  ́ uted. At be�  the illu� ration was an 
in  ́ iration, at wor�  it was simply copied.

By £ ance I was recently discussing 
the BPS emblem with BPS member Alan 
Brignull, who pointed me to a pi® ure of the 
same American illu� ration po� ed on the 
Fli¬ r photo sharing website. Tantalisingly, 
this shows the words ‘Fig. 494’ beneath the 
illu� ration. Perhaps this could lead to the 
source of the illusive illu� ration?

6

7

5
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FEATURE ANDREW DOLIŃSKI (4475)

De  ́ ite my own online resear£  and calls 
for help via the American Printing Hi� ory 
Association, I was unable to fi nd anything. 
§ e trail went cold.

To my surprise, a friend in America found 
the illu� ration in a mighty book of 838 
pages, dated 1924, and entitled ‘Commercial 
engraving and printing’ by Charles W. 
Ha¬ leman. Deep in this American book, 
can be found the illu� ration whi£  greatly 
infl uenced the design of the present BPS 
emblem. We will never know the full � ory. 
An air of my� ery remains.

But what if Bob Waring’s design had 
only been ‘slightly modifi ed’ as the EC had 
reque� ed, and the lion had remained?

§ is new iteration by Mike Edwards 
shows the emblem as it might have been. A 
rather � riking design whi£  renders well 
in all sizes, unlike the present BPS emblem 
whi£  is diffi  cult to reproduce in detail in 
smaller sizes.

What then if we go further ba¬  in time 
and we could ask Ben Sands to rework his 

ISPA emblem to incorporate the le� ers 
BPS?

§ is reinterpretation by Mike Edwards 
shows how successfully the ISPA emblem 
could have been modifi ed when the 
Association £ anged its name. We will 
never know if Ben Sands a� empted this 
himself. If he had, perhaps this may have 
been the BPS emblem today?

Fig. 8: The artwork probably used by the Society.
Fig. 9: Could this emblem have been adopted?
Fig. 10: Maybe even this one could have been used.

9

10

8
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NON EXECUTIVE 
RENEWALS

The Executive Council have reviewed the 
situation regarding all of the Non-Executive 
Officers positions and have decided to advertise 
the following:

• Advertising Manager 
• Librarian
• Membership Secretary
The period of office is for a three year term 
starting in April 2021. If you would like to be 
considered for any of these positions, you can 
obtain the full specifications from the secretary, 
as detailed below.
Peter Salisbury 
4 Doran Drive, Redhill, Surrey RH1 6AX
Email: secretary@bpsnet.org.uk 
Tel: 01737 761861
Closing date for applications: 16th December 2020

Rosemary Evere¢
I am a printmaker and 
book artist looking to 
incorporate more Let-
terpress into my work. 
Having a�ended work-
shops at Robert Smails, 
Edinburgh Printmakers 
and DCA, I got the bug, 
took the plunge and re-
cently acquired an Adana 
Quarto. It needs some TLC and then the experiments 
can begin. My home studio is tiny and everything is 
compact! For printmaking, I use an ‘Xcut Xpress’ and 
I am keen to explore integrating printing techniques 
in my new work. I particularly enjoy wood engraving, 
collagraph, lino and of course le�erpress! Find me 
on Instagram @evere�_creates.

WELCOMING...

Minutes of the meeting of the 
Executive Council of the 
British Printing Society 

held between 30th April 2020 and 
2nd May 2020, by email in view of 

the Covid-19 restrictions.
This is an edited version of the minutes. If you 
would like to know the wording in the full min-
utes, or would like an explanation of the Executive 
Council (EC) deliberations or policy, please apply 
in writing to the President, Paul Hatcher. 
Participants: Paul Hatcher President; Libby Green 
Vice President; Peter Salisbury Secretary; Robin 
Munday Retiring Treasurer ; Liz Kirby Councillor; 
Ron Watson Councillor; Win Armand Smith PG 
Councillor. Invited: Andrew Doliński.
This meeting is solely to deal with change of Trea-
surers and related banking details.
1.   Robin Munday who has been treasurer for 

10 years has resigned effective from the 
postponed AGM and Andrew Doliński has vol-
unteered to be Treasurer in his place. Andrew 
has been co-opted onto the Executive Council 
until he is formally elected at the next Annual 
General Meeting. Andrew will replace Robin 
as signatory on each account.
The new treasurer was announced in Small 
Printer, May 2020 issue, and in lieu of mem-
bership agreement at the AGM, members 
were asked to contact the President if they 
were unhappy with the appointment of the 
new treasurer. No such comments have been 
received.

2.  If he wishes the new Treasurer can set up 
online banking. The other signatories may 
as well if they wish.

3.  The new Treasurer may have a debit card as 
often cheques are refused.

4.  Signatories: Main account remove Robin 
Munday and Jean Watson. Add Treasurer, 
President and Vice President and Chris Green 
(membership). (Peter Salisbury remains as 
signatory).
Convention account: Change to be same as 
the main account.
Publishing Group account: Await to hear from 
PG Chairman Agreement to the above was 
received by the Secretary by email.
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BACK IN TIME
� is month we revisit the December 1989 
 issue of  Small Printer whi�  was the 
 100th issue to be edited by Reg Allenby. 
 I particularly enjoyed this article, 
 entitled ‘Our Bran� ’  by  R. Oserby-Anker
 (presumably  a pseudonym).  
It’s quite a time since I gave you news of the Li� le 
Twi� ering Branch, and it may have occurred to you 
that we have become defunct. But no, we are still alive 
and kicking, so here goes!

To be strictly truthful, this story has li� le to do with 
the the Li� le Twi� ering Branch - except at the very 
end; but revenons à nos moutons, or rather, let’s get 
back to our fi sh and chips.

The story goes back to the days when I lived in 
a large, smoky, industrial area. At that time I was a 
mere ‘hobby printer’, and, whenever the opportunity 
arose, I used to plant the HS2 in the back of my old 
banger and dash off  to give a talk to anyone who was 
prepared to listen – Youth Clubs, Scout Troops, Rotary 
Clubs, Women’s Institutes – you name it, I’ve been 
there. 

Well, at this particular time, I’d been doing the 
rounds of a number of Youth organisations, and one 
day through my le� erbox came a le� er couched in the 
following terms:

‘Dear Mr Oserby-Anker, 
The members of the Boggart Hole Clough Lads’ 
Club wish to express their thanks for the most 
interesting talk you gave us last Monday evening.
Evidently your words fell on fertile ground for two 
of our young members have been bi� en by the 
printing bug, and I wonder if you would be kind 
enough to let them visit your home and see the 
remainder of your printing equipment and possibly 
give them a li� le more information on your printing 
activities. 
Yours very sincerely,
Alistair Fotheringay
(Lads’ Club Organiser)’.

I must confess that I was quite fl a� ered when I read 
the le� er, and wrote back at once that I would be 
delighted to show the boys around my print shop (a 

much infl ated description of the tiny corner of a some-
what small and clu� ered garage) on the following 
Thursday evening at 7.00 p.m.

The boys duly arrived at 5.00 p.m., just after I had 
started my evening meal, but I abandoned my repast 
(much to the annoyance of my wife, who had prepared 
a real ‘blow out’ of a cooked dinner, with all the trim-
mings) and led the way into my garage.

First my collection of blocks (some still bearing a 
great deal of ink, which had been in situ for a couple 
of months or more) were examined minutely. Thank 
goodness the two lads knew li� le about the fi ner 
points of the Black art, and so made no comment on 
the condition of the blocks, which they treated with as 
much reverence as if they were the Crown Jewels! 

Then I showed off  my type cabinets – the cases 
were pulled out and the individual pieces of type were 
examined. I noticed that not every piece of type was 
returned to the right place but was too polite to draw 
a� ention to the ma� er.

By the way, I forgot to tell you the boys’ names. The 
fi rst was called Jim Brown. He  was a tall, well-built 

BPS LIBRARIAN, LIBBY GREEN TAKES A LOOK THROUGH THE
SMALL PRINTER ARCHIVES THIS MONTH: DECEMBER 1989
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lad, 14-years of age, in his fi nal year at a Secondary 
Modern School. The other was Edward Robinson, 
a slim, fair haired, polite boy, who a� ended his local 
Grammar School. 

The two were as diff erent as it was possible for 
them to be. Big Jim was a tall, dark-haired, galumph-
ing elephant of a boy – he upset two of my cases of 
precious type on this, his fi rst visit. By way of contrast, 
Edward handled everything with a delicate touch, and 
from the fi rst moment I met him I considered him a 
delightful boy.

On the fi rst evening many prints were made of my 
collection of blocks. Nothing like seeing a print on 
paper on your fi rst evening; my two young friends 
were delighted with their early success. I showed 
them how to wash up the press, the ink plate and 
the blocks. When, eventually, the two boys departed, 
Jim said “Good night”, quite pleasantly, but Edward 
thanked me most cordially for allowing him to come 
and try out his hand at printing.

The following week I set out three composition 
sticks and by demonstration and explanation I started 
them off  on composition and justifi cation, and then 
how to move set type from stick to galley. We pro-
ceeded to set the forme in a chase and lock it up; how 
to ink, to transfer ink to the forme and how to feed in 
paper.  

Edward volunteered to wash up the machine and 
type, and to distribute both lots of type and continued 
to do so each week while Jim scarcely raised a fi nger 
to help with the messier side of printing.

The two boys visited me every week for almost a 
year. On their third visit Edward brought along an 
Adana HS1 his father had bought for him. He brought 
it with him every week afterwards, and always 
brought along samples of the printwork he had car-
ried out since his last visit. 

When the boys left school and obtained work they 
spent their evenings at night school classes and I lost 
touch with them.

The years passed and one day a friend of both 
families brought me news of my youthful ‘apprentic-
es’. One was now the proprietor of a be� ing shop in 

London, and the other had been ordained and gone 
out to Kenya as a missionary.

It was not diffi  cult to picture Jim Brown as the 
manager of a be� ing shop, ruling his establishment 
with an iron hand, possibly using his sheer bulk to 
remove a recalcitrant client from his premises when 
occasion demanded. The gentle Edward Robinson I 
saw in his white tropical suit and dog collar, patiently 
and gently  ministering to his fl ock at a spot near the 
boundary of Kenya and Uganda.

And now comes the connection with the Li� le 
Twi� ering Branch. Somehow my two ‘apprentices’ 
had kept in contact over the years and had discovered 
my country hiding place, and they paid me a visit when 
the missionary was on sabbatical leave from Kenya. 
And of all nights, their visit took place on our Branch 
meeting night, so I took them along with me to intro-
duce them to the members.

“Do you know”, said the commission agent, “that 
both of us still do a bit of printing? I in my be� ing offi  ce 
to produce le� erheadings, business cards and be� ing 
slips, and the Reverend here who prints the covers of 
his parish magazine and duplicates the inside pages.” 

Both our visitors made a favourable impression on 
the Branch members and, during the months which 
have followed, there have been many pleasant refer-
ences to the happy evening we spent together.

Oh yes, I forgot to mention that I have been quite 
wrong in one respect. The be� ing shop proprietor 
turned out to be the gentle, fair-haired Edward Robin-
son, and the Rev. James Brown, B.D. the missionary!
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1. What was the smallest Adana ever made?
2. What is an accordion fold?
3. What is the difference between work and turn 

and work and twist?
4. In proof reading what is meant by the term stet? 
5. How would you describe ‘perfect binding’? 
6. What is the difference between an overlay, 

interlay and underlay in make ready?
7. What is a ‘french fold’?
8. How many sheets of paper are in a legal (or 

short) ream?
9. Which part of a character is known as an ear? 
10. Why is a watermark clearly visible when a sheet 

of paper is held up to the light?
11. Where do you find the pin mark on a piece of 

type?
12. What is the most common metal used in the 

production of type for the blocking process by 
bookbinders?

13. Which le�er of the alphabet can be described as 
‘single storey’ or ‘double storey’?

14. Why is the date 1737 so important in the history 
of printing?

15. Which city hosted the 2000 Olympic Games?
16. How many hundredweight equal one ton?
17. How many quires in a ream of paper?
18. What part of a printing press may have been 

used to save the Mayflower from sinking in 
1620?

19. Who was largely responsible for Times New 
Roman? 

20. Where would you have found Herb Lubalin, Ed 
Benguiat and Aaron Burns in the 1970s?

21. What would you do with Quark XPress? 

FESTIVE FUN
THE SMALL PRINTER

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
We don’t expect anyone to be able to answer all of these questions, but we hope 
you have fun trying. If you do manage to answer them all then please let us know.

1 2 3

4 5 6

Can you identify any of these famous people who 
are all associated with printing in some way?

22. What did Alois Senefelder do in 1796?
23. What is serigraphy?
24. What are ‘mu�ons’ and ‘nuts’?
25. APA, ISPA... What comes next?
26. What is Norman Ackroyd famous for?
27. What is the SWE?
28. Which colour of ink (and paint) used to contain 

large amounts of lead?
29 . What or when is ‘off stone’?
30. When was the first Adana printing press 

produced?
31. Prior to decimalisation, which coin was nearest 

to type-high when stood on edge?
32. Can you name the three metals most commonly 

found in metal type?
33. Which colours are used in four colour process?
34. Who wrote Printing for Pleasure? 
35. What are Yapp edges?
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36. Why might there be an obelisk in your 
typecases?

37. Who uses guillemets?
38. What’s a pilcrow?
39. ‘Monks’ and ‘Friars’ are terms used to described 

over-inked or under-inked sections of a page - 
but which is which?

40. In 1827 the American printer Darius Wells 
invented a machine which revolutionised poster 
printing. What was it?

41. The world’s oldest book to be printed from 
movable metal type was produced in which 
country?

42. Wood type is measured in lines. How many 
points are there to a line?

43. Type sizes had individual names before the 
point system was introduced. What size was 
Trafalgar?

44. In 1875 the Brehmer machine was introduced 
into the UK from America. What did it do?

45. What is etoinshrdlu?

1 2

7

6

3

5

4

Can you name the artists who produced prints 1-7?

Can you name this unusual typeface?

COMPILED BY ALAN BRIGNULL, ANDREW DOLIŃSKI, MIKE EDWARDS,
FRANK HEMMINGS, MIKE PERRY, BOB RICHARDSON, PETER SALISBURY & JEAN WATSON
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How Monotype & Stephenson Blake found themselves in a messy cow spat
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SOCIETY NEWS

CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS: 1. The Baby in 1937; 2. Multiple 
pages joined together by parallel folds; 3. Work and turn is 
laying to the same gripper edge when backing up, work and 
twist is laying to the other edge of the paper; 4. Leave as set; 
5. Where the spine is glued and not stitched or stapled; 
6. An overlay is on the platen or cylinder, an interlay is under 
a plate (half tone block) and its mount and underlay is under 
the forme; 7. Where a sheet has two right-angled folds and 
only printed on one side of the paper; 8. 480; 9. The li� le bit 
that sticks out to the right on the top bowl of a lowercase 
‘g’; 10. Because the paper is thinner where the image of the 
watermark appears; 11. On the side of the body, ofter bearing 
the name or the mark of the typefounders; 12. Brass; 13. The 
lowercase ‘a’; 14. This is the date usually given to the invention 
of the point system by Fournier in France; 15. Sydney; 16. 20; 
17. 20 18; Great Iron screw; 19. Stanley Morrison; 20. The 
International Typeface Corporation; 21. You’d create layouts 
with it. It’s a piece of computer design software; 22. He in-
vented lithography; 23. Screen printing; 24. They are em and 
en quads; 25. BPS; 26. He’s a well known artist who specialises 
in etchings, partciularly of coastal scenes; 27. The Society of 
Wood Engravers; 28. White; 29 . It’s the time at which a news-
paper is fi nalised for printing and no further changes can be 

made; 30. 1922; 31. The shilling; 32. Lead, tin and antimony; 
33. Cyan, magenta, yellow, black; 34. John Ryder; 35. limp 
book covers which overlap and fold over the pages, particu-
larly used for prayer books etc; 36. It’s another name for the 
dagger reference mark; 37. The French, they’re angled quo-
tation marks; 38. The paragraph mark ¶; 39. A ‘monk’ is an 
over-inked block of text, and a ‘friar’ is under-inked; 40. The 
lateral router - a machine which made the speedy mass-pro-
duction of wood poster types possible; 41. Korea. The Jikji, a 
collection of Buddhist texts, was printed from metal types in 
1377, which is 75 years before Gutenberg’s 42-line Bible; 42. 
There are 12 points to a line; 43. It was a wire stitcher, and 
the fi rst automatic sewing device for the bookbinding trade. 
Carl Baedeker was one of the fi rst to use it for his travel guide 
books; 44. 44pt, according to Typographical Printing Surfaces
by Legros and Grant; 45. It is the Linotype machine keyboard 
equivalent to qwertyuiop on a conventional keyboard.
Artists’ prints: 1. Hendrik Nicolaas Werkman;
2. Pablo Picasso; 3. Albrecht Durer; 4. William Nicholson;
5. Peter Blake; 6. Rembrandt van Rhĳ n; 7. Tracey Emin. 
Famous people: 1. John Baskerville; 2. Eric Gill; 3. Beatrice 
Warde; 4. William Caxton; 5. Hermann Zapf; 6. Viginia Woolf. 
Typeface: Mural by Caslon.

Since the Society formed in 1944 it has seen a lot 
of changes. For instance, the introduction of the 
XX chromosome at some point in the 1970s and 
John Easson being forced to stop his convention 
Magic Show after the unfortunate incident with 
the rabbit and the quoin key. But one thing that has 
remained constant is Small Printer. 

Originally ISPA News, the magazine changed its 
name to Small Printer in 1965. A li� le-known fact is 
that it was named in honour of Archie ‘Lowercase’ 
Nugent (member no 362) who, at only 4' 2'', ba� led 
valiantly to reach the handle of his Model 1 press. 

The magazine has always been full of interesting 
articles all wri� en by members about their own 
printing, the history of print and presses and tech-
nical information on how to print professionally. 
And because printing has not changed a huge 
amount in the past 600 years most articles are as 
useful today as when they were fi rst published.

The Society is currently in possession of a large 
number of back issues and we would like these to 
go to good homes. Therefore, we are off ering 10 
random back issues for the price of postage and 
packing alone, a mere £3.

Here’s how to take
advantage of this off er 
Email the Treasurer treasurer@bpsnet.org.uk
with the subject line ‘Small Printer Back Issues’. 
Tell him your membership number and postal 
address. You will receive a PayPal invoice (you 
don’t need a PayPal account to pay it). Once 
paid you will receive your glorious lucky dip 
package of print related loveliness. You will 
receive issues published before your own join-
ing date so hopefully no chance of doubling up 
in your collection.

SMALL PRINTER
BACK ISSUE OFFER
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EXHIBITION (TIM JOLLANDS 10896)

227

THE ADANA TROPHY
SMALL PRINTER IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE A WORTHY SUCCESSOR 
TO LAST YEAR’S ABANDONED HAND-PLATEN COMPETITION

227

COMPETITION

TO ENTER:
You need to do two things:
1. Email a picture of your entry, together with a few 
lines about it to: spdesign@bpsnet.org.uk
2.  Send  fi ve copies of your printed entry to:
Mike Edwards, 98 Albany Walk, Woodston,
Peterborough PE2 9JW. Make sure you include 
your name and BPS number with both the email and 
postal submissions.

THE RULES
Anything printed by a BPS member on a hand-plat-
en and no larger than A5 in size will be accepted 
(this includes linocuts etc). Entries will preferably 
have been printed within the last two years. The 
closing date is 1 February 2021. All entrants will 
receive a small certifi cate (printed on a hand-platen 
of course), and the winner will be announced, and 
be awarded the trophy, at the convention.  If you 
are unable to a� end the convention, the trophy will 
be forwarded to you. The winner will keep the 
trophy for one year, and will need to return it 
before the next convention.

NEW ANNUAL COMPETITION

Do you own a le� erpress hand-platen, a bit of bit 
and some ink and paper? If so, then this is the com-
petition for you. You just need to show us what you 
and your press are capable of and send a few exam-
ples in. You could be a master printer, capable of the 
most exquisite work, or perhaps you are a novice, 
with bundles of enthusiasm and unusual ideas. 
Either way, we want to see your work. Just put it 
down on to a sheet of A5 or smaller and send it in.

Seeing as the Adana hand platens have played 
such an important part in the Society over the 
years, and the name Adana is pre� y much synony-
mous with hand-platens, we asked whether Caslon 
Ltd would have any objection to us naming the 
competition’s trophy ‘The Adana Trophy’ and I’m 
pleased to announce that they were only too happy 
for us to use the Adana name.

Rather than having a panel of judges, a diff erent 
judge will be chosen every year – the Society has 
plenty of respected printers to choose from.

Roy Caslon, who was particularly disappointed 
when we had to announce that last year’s hand-plat-
en competition wasn’t going ahead, has been invited 
to judge the fi rst year of the competition.

Many of you will have met him demonstrating the 
ever-popular Adana hand-platens at print shows 
around the county.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!
ONCE THIS COMPETITION IS UNDERWAY, WE PLAN TO CARRY ON LAST 
YEAR’S ARTISTS’ RELIEF PRINTING COMPETITION IN A SIMILAR MANNER

SPECIAL

ANNOUNCEMENT
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BPS WEBSITE KATHERINE ANTENEY (10784)

In the October issue of Small Printer you will have 
received a fl yer entreating you to fi ll in a survey 
that the Society is undertaking on behalf of the 
EC. And again in November you will have noticed 

a cheery reminder from both the Editor (thanks 
Tim!) and the publicity offi  cer (thanks me!)

So far, of the 350 or so members that belong to 
the Society only 26 have completed the survey which 
with my newly formed statistical brain I have worked 
out is only 7.5% of the membership. My original 

non-statistical brain, which I have kept especially 
for occasions such as this, thinks that’s a pre� y poor 
turn out.

So here are a few ‘interesting’ facts gleaned so far 
in the hope that you may also take some time to fi ll it 
in if you haven’t done so already.

FACT 1: The survey takes approximately 5 minutes 
and 15 seconds to complete. Five minutes isn’t a long 
time .. you won’t even have fi nished that cup of tea 

CALLING ALL TEA DRINKERS!
DON’T BE A MUG, FILL IN THAT BPS WEBSITE FORM!
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but you might have time to eat a biscuit. In fact you 
could even do the survey while you are BREWING 
the tea and then you can enjoy your cuppa totally 
unhindered. Give it a go, you might surprise yourself. 
And if you do, award yourself an extra biscuit.
FACT 2: 36.4% members who have responded have 
been members for over 20 years. But another 36.4% 
of respondents have only been members for 1 - 5 
years. The finest brains have worked on this and 
we’ve come up with no reason whatsoever why the 
people in the middle haven’t filled it in. Too busy with 
the biscuits perhaps? 
FACT 3: 64% of members use a laptop or desktop 
to browse the web. This bucks the trend as most 
people are supposed to be using phones these days. 
We have concluded this means we BPS members 

won’t be swayed by fads and fashions... or perhaps 
we all have really fat fingers.
FACT 4: 73% use the website to renew their 
membership. If you are not reading this article you 
haven’t renewed your membership. 
FACT 5: Many people have expressed the desire to 
have a membership list online and some have asked 
for a chat page. The EC will take all suggestions 
into consideration on a case by case basis. But 
do remember that chat rooms and forums need 
moderating and moderating takes time. The BPS is 
run by volunteers and after all there is that nice Mr 
Zuckerberg who seems to be doing very well with his 
own small social chat forum. 
SO THERE YOU GO. That is what we have been able 
to glean so far. The survey will be available online 
until the end of the year when we will take time to 
assess the answers we have received. Wouldn’t it be 
great if we could get the opinion of at least 15% of the 
membership (that’s about 52 people). Perhaps while 
you are listening to the Queen on Christmas day you 
might give it a glance...? 

And once again, why are we doing it? Well you only 
have to look at the prices le�erpress is selling for at 
the moment to realise there is a growing trend in 
traditional printing (and to start thinking this might 
be the time to sell up). New people are embracing 
the art and we should be their first port of call. We 
have years of experience that can offer advice and 
information to new converts. 

Our website needs to deliver approachable, 
a�ractive, up to date information and content not 
just for existing members but for people who may be 
thinking of joining. We are a Society of friends and no 
decision as large as a redesign of the website should 
be taken without asking the general membership 
what they think.

In other words fill in the survey!
Here is the link again h�ps://bit.ly/2Qk65In 

Don’t forget that penultimate character is a capital 
‘I’ as in ‘I really enjoyed filling in the survey’

CALLING ALL TEA DRINKERS!

WE NEED YOUR OPINIONS, AND WE NEED THEM NOW!
 VISIT h¢ps://bit.ly/2Qk65In TO COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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Bristol
Ian Knight
t 01179 854944 e bristol@bpsnet.org.uk 
Dorset
Win Armand Smith
07813 010340 e dorset@bpsnet.org.uk
Essex
Margaret Rookes
t 01245 611484 e essex@bpsnet.org.uk
Lincolnshire & District
Mike Edwards
t 01733 562867 e lincoln@bpsnet.org.uk
London
Ma�  McKenzie
t 07836 785505 e london@bpsnet.org.uk
Maidenhead
Paul Hatcher
t 01189 666124 e maidenhead@bpsnet.org.uk
Overseas
Kevin Thorp
t 00 353 1 8438346 e overseas@bpsnet.org.uk
Scotland
John Easson
t 01828 628001 e scotland@bpsnet.org.uk
Shropshire
Peter Criddle
t 01743 350208 e shropshire15@bpsnet.org.uk
Solent Branch
Elizabeth Kirby
t 01980 863143 e solent@bpsnet.org.uk
South Wales
Dominic Hartley
t 07970 722029 e swales@bpsnet.org.uk
Surrey & Sussex
Libby Green
t 01737 644145 e surrey@bpsnet.org.uk

BRANCH SECRETARIESNEW SOCIETY MEMBERS
11003 Ms Wendy Couchman
Winchester couchmanwendy@gmail.com
11004 Mr Robert Greenwood
Chichester robertg007@me.com
11005 Mr George Lever
Clitheroe admin@knightlabels.co.uk

Change of details
10642 Carl Jackson has moved, but remains in Wirral

Donations
2959 John Easson

Membership renewals Currently £30 for UK, £45 for 
Overseas, or £30 Overseas Online only, and notifi cations 
of change of any personal or contact details should be sent 
to the Membership Secretary: Chris Green, Noddyshall, 
Rockshaw Road, Merstham, Redhill RH1 3DB Please 
make cheques payable to the ‘British Printing Society’.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
Society members may view and download further 
interesting content on our website by registering at 
www.bpsnet.org.uk. Registration provides access to the 
‘Members Only Area’ which is available  to all members.

Gail Holland
I am an absolute beginner living in Edinburgh with my 
hubby, sausage dog with three kids currently do� ed 
about at various Sco� ish universities. My dad worked at 
HMSO as a printer for 40+ years. Sadly he is no longer 
with us and in May I bought a wee Adana Five-Three 
with the intention of teaching myself how to print as 
my homage to him. So I have the press, which lives in a 
kitchen cupboard when not in use, and a small collection 
of metal type. 
The information available on the BPS website has been 
a great resource and I have also received support and 
advice from printers I follow on Instagram. I set myself 
the challenge to produce my own Christmas cards this 
year. Looking forward to next year when it would be 
great to get to do some workshops and maybe even 
meet some other members in person! 

WELCOMING...
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Line adverts (text only) per month Members Only Free (up to 50 words) then 10p per word

Display advertisements 1⁄4 page per month £7.00

Display advertisements 1⁄2 page per month £15.00

Display advertisements Full page per month £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A5) £25.00

Advertisement as a Printed Insert (A4 folded to A5) £30.00

The Editor and Advertising Manager reserve the right to refuse any advertisement. Although every eff ort 
will be made to publish an advertisement in a specifi ed issue if requested, this cannot be guaranteed.
The same display advertisement appearing in four or more consecutive issues is subject to a 10% discount 
and when in seven or more consecutive issues subject to a 15% discount.
Cheques payable to ‘British Printing Society’ and material should be sent as follows or contact the 
Advertising Manager if you wish to pay by PayPal.
Line Advertisements should be sent to both the Editor and the Designer by the 10th of the month prior to 
publication.
Display Advertisements should be sent with payment to the Advertising Manager also by the 10th.
Printed inserts (350) must be sent with payment to the Mailer so as to arrive by the 25th of the month.

Small Printer Advertising Rates

All Letterpress Bought, Sold & Sourced

Rapidly changing stock. Worldwide shipping.

Stay up to date by following on Instagram - search
urbanfox.letterpress and see new and current stock posted daily.

URBANFOX LETTERPRESS

wanted☞
All letterpress items of interest. Fair prices always
paid. Nationwide collection.

I've worked with many BPS members in the past and
always ensure everything goes on to be used again
as intended.

07950 953 543 or hello@urbanfoxdesign.co.uk☎
Based in Broadstairs Kent - Visitors always welcome
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Ye Olde ‘One-Stop’ Letterpress Shoppe!

Why would you go anywhere else?

Re-manufactured Adana machines including treadle platens and proof presses - Composing sticks, 

typescales, galleys, furniture, quoins, quoin keys, planers, tweezers, bodkins - New & second-hand type 

laid in cases and/or wooden cabinets, @ signs, # signs, + signs, borders, dashes, rules and spacing 

materials.  High definition Rubber inking Rollers, a full colour range of letterpress inks, tympan manila 

platen dressing sheets and gauge pins. We also service and refurbish customer’s own machines.

www.caslon.co.uk

+44 1727 852 211

Our AdanaLite Photopolymer system enables you to easily make negatives and 

letterpress plates at home. We supply a range of polymer plates at competitive 

prices and make mounting bases to order to suit your machine and thickness of 

plates you wish to use. Professional, Reliable & Expert advice always available.

� 

Moulton Printing 01253 342992 www.moultonprinting.com
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